AUTHORITY, BEST QUOTES ON

We are not free. It was not intended we should be. A book of rules is placed in our
cradle, and we never get rid of it until we reach our graves. Then we are free, and
only then.

--Ed Howe
Obedience is the key to every door.

--George Macdonald
Rules are positive tools meant to serve the users.

--Amy Karst

Good laws make it easier to do right and harder to do wrong.
--William E. Gladstone

If authority has no ears to listen, it has no head to govern.
--Danish Proverb

Lawful and settled authority is very seldom resisted when it is well employed.
--Samuel Johnson

The cost of obedience is nothing compared to the cost of disobedience.
—Unknown

Nothing more impairs authority than a too frequent or indiscreet use of it. If thun-
der itself was to be continual, it would excite no more terror than the noise of a mill.
--A. Kingston

Children can’t make their own rules and no child is happy without them. The great
need of the young is for authority that protects them against the consequences of
their own primitive passions and their lack of experience, that provides them with
guides for everyday behavior and that builds some solid ground they can stand on
for the future.

--Leontine Young

He that complies against his will,
Is of his own opinion still.
--Samuel Butler



No one knows better than children how much they need the authority that protects,
that sets the outer limits of behavior with known and prescribed consequences. As
one little boy expressed it to his mother, ‘You care what I do.’

--Leontine Young

What causes adolescents to rebel is not the assertion of authority but the arbitrary
use of power, with little explanation of the rules and no involvement in decision-
making....Involving the adolescent in decisions doesn’t mean that you are giving up
your authority. It means acknowledging that the teenager is growing up and has
the right to participate in decisions that affect his or her life.

--Laurence Steinberg

I think of discipline as the continual everyday process of helping a child learn
self-discipline.
--Fred Rogers

Call them rules or call them limits. Good ones, I believe, have this in common: they
serve reasonable purposes; they are practical and within a child’s capability; they
are consistent; and they are an expression of loving concern.

--Fred Rogers

There is no useful rule without an exception.
--Thomas Fuller

The disappearance of a sense of responsibility is the most far-reaching consequence
of submission to authority.
—Stanley Milgram

If you cannot reconcile yourself to the law, remain in the cradle.
--Pedro Calderon
de la Barca

Morality cannot be legislated, but behavior can be regulated. Judicial decrees may
not change the heart, but they can restrain the heartless.
--Martin Luther
King, Jr.

No law is quite appropriate for all.
--Livy



High school regulations are chillingly similar to the Army’s.
--Ira Glasser

Most law-enforcement officers are trained to assert authority, to take control of the
situation. In a school context, that’s bad advice.
—Mark Soler

Low-income parents as a group tend toward a firmly directive approach with
their children, whereas middle-class parents typically favor a more solicitous
tack, encouraging their kids to question adult authority....the different effects
on behavior: dutiful respect versus a sense of entitlement.

—Sarah Carr

Always obey your superiors—if you have any.
--Mark Twain

Good laws, if they are not obeyed, do not constitute good government.
--Aristotle

Justice is the insurance which we have on our lives and property. Obedience is the
premium which we pay for it.

--William Penn

When authority does not allow children to question everything, the children will
question authority.
--Greg Henry Quinn

No man is above the law and no man is below it; nor do we ask any man’s permis-
sion when we ask him to obey it.
--Theodore Roosevelt

All authority is quite degrading. It degrades those who exercise it, and degrades

those over whom it is exercised. When it is violently, grossly, and cruelly used, it

produces a good effect, by creating, or at any rate bringing out, the spirit of revolt

and individualism that is to kill it. When it is used with a certain amount of kind-

ness, and accompanied by prizes and rewards, it is dreadfully demoralizing.
--Oscar Wilde

Wherever there is authority, there is a natural inclination to disobedience.
--Thomas Haliburton



We live in an age when carping at authority and denigration of those who carry
responsibility is the order of the day. The world is a chillier and uglier place
because of it.

--Desmond Heap

One very common error misleads the opinion of mankind, that authority is pleasant,
and submission painful. In the general course of human affairs the very reverse of
this is nearer to the truth. Command is anxiety; obedience is ease.

—William Paley

Every great person first learned how to obey, whom to obey, and when to obey.
--Unknown

The time to teach obedience to authority is in the playpen instead of the State pen!
—Unknown

Do as you’re bidden and you’ll never bear blame.
—English Proverb

Society is well governed when the people obey the magistrates, and the magistrates
obey the law.
--Solon

Let thy child’s first lesson be obedience, and the second will be what thou wilt.
--Benjamin Franklin

The highest duty is to respect authority.
--Pope Leo XIII

Wicked men obey from fear; good men, from love.
--Aristotle

The man who commands efficiently must have obeyed others in the past, and the
man who obeys dutifully is worthy of being some day a commander.
--Cicero

Obedience is the mother of success, and the wife of security.
--Aeschylus



The child is surrounded by so much authority, so much school, so much dignity, so
much law, that it would have to break down under the weight of all these restraints
if it were not saved from such a fate by meeting with a friend.

--Dr. Wilhelm Stekhel

Authority without wisdom is like a heavy ax without an edge, fitter to bruise than
polish.
--Anne Bradstreet

Much talk is especially injurious for one in authority.
--Walter Elliott

There’s very few men that can bear authority if they haven’t been born with the
shoulders for it. If you gave a man a nose who never had one, he would be blowing it
all day.

--John Oliver Hobbes

One thing that has become clear more than any other in this psychological age is
that many of the emotional problems of the adult stem from a childhood inability
to establish consistent and, on the whole, good-willed feelings toward those in
authority over him.

--Bonaro Overstreet

The weaker a man in authority...the stronger his insistence that all his privileges be
acknowledged.
--Austin O’Malley

I don’t like authority, at least I don’t like other people’s authority.
--A. C. Benson

The scars left from the child’s defeat in the fight against irrational authority are to
be found at the bottom of every neurosis.
--Erich Fromm

New faces
Have more authority than accustomed ones.

--Euripides
Authority is never without hate.

--Euripides



Authority has every reason to fear the skeptic, for authority can rarely survive in
the face of doubt.
--Robert Lindner

People who are masters in their own house are never tyrants.
--Napoleon I

We have to hate our immediate predecessors to get free of their authority.
--D. H. Lawrence

The height of ability in the least able consists in knowing how to submit to the good
leadership of others.
--La Rochefoucauld

It is right that what is just should be obeyed; it is necessary that what is strongest
should be obeyed.
--Blaise Pascal

He who yields a prudent obedience, exercises a partial control.
--Publilius Syrus

The man who obeys is nearly always better than the man who commands.
--Ernest Renan

The man who does something under orders is not unhappy; he is unhappy who does
something against his will.
--Seneca

Obedience,
Bane of all genius, virtue, freedom, truth,
Makes slaves of men, and, of the human frame,
A mechanized automaton.
--Percy Bysshe Shelley

Learn to obey before you command.
--Solon

He who has no bread has no authority.
--Turkish Proverb



Power tends to corrupt and absolute power corrupts absolutely.
--Lord Acton

The possession of unlimited power will make a despot of almost any man. There is a
possible Nero in the gentlest human creature that walks.
--Thomas Bailey Aldrich

The sole advantage of power is that you can do more good.
--Baltasar Gracian

The first principle of a civilized state is that power is legitimate only when it is un-
der contract.
--Walter Lippmann

Power never takes a back step—only in the face of more power.
--Malcolm X

There is a universal need to exercise some kind of power, or to create for one’s self
the appearance of some power, if only temporarily, in the form of intoxication.
--Nietzsche

Speak softly and carry a big stick; you will go far.
--Theodore Roosevelt

Is it not clear than the elders must rule, and the young must be ruled?
--Plato

A state cannot be well governed when there are many in authority.
--Homer

There is only one kind of right in this world, and right lies vested in one’s own
strength.
--Adolf Hitler

Power is the supreme law.
--Adolf Hitler

If you have no power, then having right on your side is useless.
--Adolf Hitler



Obey authority! If that means yield to force, the precept is good but superfluous.
--J. J. Rousseau

The authority of those who profess to teach is often a positive hindrance to those
who desire to learn.
--Cicero

He who has never learned to obey cannot be a good commander.
--Aristotle

If you wish to know what a man is, place him in authority.
--Yugoslav Proverb

Power will intoxicate the best hearts, as wine the strongest heads. No man is wise
enough, nor good enough, to be trusted with unlimited power.
--Charles Caleb Colton

All authority belongs to the people.
--Thomas Jefferson

Let them obey that know not how to rule.
--William Shakespeare

I have never been able to conceive how any rational being could propose happiness
to himself from the exercise of power over others.
--Thomas Jefferson

Nothing intoxicates some people like a sip of authority.
--L.. Ron Hubbard

Authority is like a bank account. The more you draw on it, the less you have.
--Unknown

Give authority to some people and they grow; give it to others and they swell.
—Unknown

Nothing pleases a little man more than an opportunity to crack a big whip.
--Unknown

He who has learned to obey will know how to command.
—William Arthur Ward



If there’s anything small, shallow, or ugly about a person, giving him a little
authority will bring it out.
--Unknown

Christ is the one child who knew more than his parents—yet he obeyed them.
—Unknown

Delayed obedience is the brother of disobedience.
--Unknown

To despise legitimate authority, no matter in whom it is invested, is unlawful; it is
rebellion against God’s will.
--Leo XIII

Disobedience in the eyes of any one who has read history is man’s original virtue.

--Oscar Wilde
Theirs not to make reply,
Theirs not to reason why,
Theirs but to do and die:
Into the valley of Death
Rode the six hundred.
--Alfred Lord Tennyson

The only prize much cared for by the powerful is power. The prize of the general is
not a bigger tent, but command.
--Oliver Wendell

Holmes, Sr.

The lust for power, for dominating others, inflames the heart more than any other
passion.
--Tacitus

Power gradually extirpates from the mind every humane and gentle virtue.
--Edmund Burke

No man doth safely rule but he that hath learned gladly to obey.
--Thomas a Kempis

Even in war moral power is to physical as three parts out of four.
--Napoleon



They who are in highest places, and have the most power, have the least liberty,
because they are most observed.
--John Tillotson

How will you find good? It is not a thing of choice; it is a river that flows from the
foot of the invisible throne, and flows by the path of obedience.
--George Eliot

Responsibilities gravitate to the person who can shoulder them; power flows to the
man who knows how.
--Elbert Hubbard

Nothing is more gratifying to the mind of man than power or dominion.
--Joseph Addison

Nothing sooner overthrows a weak head than opinion of authority.
--Sir Philip Sidney

The lust for power is not rooted in strength but in weakness.
--Erich Fromm

All authority belongs to the people.
--Thomas Jefferson

The wisest have the most authority.
--Plato

Who holds a power but newly gained is ever stern of mood.
--Aeschylus

He who is firmly seated in authority soon learns to think security, and not progress,
the highest lesson of statecraft.
--James Russell Lowell

Hungry men have no respect for law, authority, or human life.
--Marcus Garvey

The mortalist enemy unto knowledge, and that which hath done the greatest execu-
tion unto truth, has been a peremptory adhesion unto authority, and especially our
belief upon the dictates of antiquities.

--Sir Thomas Browne
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Authority sometimes proceeds from reason, but reason never from authority. For all
authority that is not approved by true reason seems weak. But true reason, since it
rests on its own strength, needs no reinforcement by any authority.
--Johannes Scotus
Erigena

We are in bondage to the law in order that we may be free.
--Cicero

Old age, especially an honoured old age, has so great authority, that this is of more
value than all the pleasures of youth.
--Cicero

All power is a trust for the public good.
--Thomas B. Macaulay

To know the pains of power, we must go to those who have it;
to know its pleasures, we must go to those who are seeking it:
the pains of power are real, its pleasures imaginary.
—Charles Caleb Colton

Authority is no stronger than the man who wields it.
--Dolores E. McGuire

We must do the thing we must
Before the thing we may;

We are unfit for any trust
Till we can and do obey.

--George Macdonald
Who hath not served can not command.

--John Florio
Through obedience learn to command.

--Plato

Do not teach him science: let him discover it. If ever you substitute authority for
reason in his mind, he will stop reasoning and become the victim of other people’s
opinions.

--Jean Jacques Rousseau
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The purpose of education—both East and West—is the mass production of
robots...who have so internalized social constraints that they submit to them
automatically.

--Maurice Brinton

Authoritarianism contains a strictly interpersonal component: the tendency to
divide the world into ‘we’ and ‘they,” ‘in-groups’ and ‘out-groups.’ This is a product
of a more basic tendency to conceive of the world in somewhat hostile terms, in
which case the most important question to ask of a person is, ‘Is he for me or is he
against me?’

--Robert E. Lane

The power of authority is never more subtle and effective than when it produces a
psychological ‘atmosphere’ or ‘climate’ favorable to the life of certain modes of belief,
unfavorable, and even fatal, to the life of others.

--Arthur Balfour

The quest for authority results from a wide range of factors...the dissolution of
conventional moral codes; the erosion of traditional authority....As a result, large
numbers of people have begun to suffer a kind of choice fatigue. They hunger for
an authority that will simplify, straighten out, assure.

--Harvey Cox

The great majority of people have a strong need for authority which they can
admire, to which they can submit, and which dominates and sometimes even
ill-treats them.

--Sigmund Freud

I submit that an individual who breaks a law that conscience tells him is unjust,
and who unwillingly accepts the penalty of imprisonment in order to rouse the
conscience of the community over its injustice, is in reality expressing the highest
respect for the law.

--Martin Luther King, Jr.

Good men must not obey the laws too well.
--Ralph Waldo Emerson

The joy of the young is to disobey—but the trouble is that there are no longer any
orders.

--Jean Cocteau
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It is no use saying ‘we are doing our best.” You have got to succeed in doing what is
necessary.
--Winston Churchill

It is much safer to obey than to rule.
--Thomas a Kempis

No morality can be founded on authority, even if the authority were divine.
--A. J. Ayer

Every man prefers belief to the exercise of judgment.
--Seneca

Many of us have been trained not to respect our own thinking, but to feel that we
have to depend on the thinking of others. This leads us to acceptance of authority,
whether what the authority says makes sense or not.

--Earl Kelley

Obedience is yielded the more readily to one who commands gently.
--Seneca the Younger

Authority is not power; that’s coercion. Authority is not knowledge; that’s
persuasion, or seduction. Authority is simply that the author has the right to
make a statement and to be heard.

--Herman Kahn

Never threaten; promise. Authority is only an illusion when it lacks conviction of
intent.
--Greg Henry Quinn

Nothing destroys authority so much as the unequal and untimely interchange of
power, pressed too far and relaxed too much.
--Francis Bacon

If one man can be allowed to determine for himself what is law, every man can.
That means first chaos, then tyranny. Legal process is an essential part of the
democratic process.

--Felix Frankfurter

All power is a trust for the public good.
--Macaulay
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True law, the code of justice, the essence of our sensations of right and wrong, is the
conscience of society.

--Walter Van Tilburg
Clark

The absurd duty, too often inculcated, of obeying a parent only on account of his
being a parent, shackles the mind and prepares it for a slavish submission to any
power but reason.

--Mary Wollstonecraft

The strongest bulwark of authority is uniformity; the least divergence from it is the
greatest crime.
--Emma Goldman

All men in New York insult you....I am speaking of all persons who are clothed in a
little brief authority.
--Mark Twain

Most men, after a little freedom, have preferred authority with the consoling
assurances and the economy of effort which it brings.
--Walter Lippmann

He that will have his son have a respect for him and his orders must have a great
reverence for his son.

--John Locke

He who is allowed to do as he likes will soon run his head into a brick wall out of
sheer frustration.
--Robert Musil

The improver of knowledge absolutely refuses to acknowledge authority, as such.
For him, skepticism is the highest of duties, blind faith the one unpardonable sin.
--Thomas Huxley

I've always tried to practice what I preach to students—namely, that beyond a rea-
sonable tolerance they should not take a lot of nonsense from people just because
they’re in authority positions.

--Derrick Bell
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He who longs to strengthen his spirit
must go beyond obedience and respect.
He will continue to honor some laws
but he will mostly violate both law and custom.
--Constantine Peter
Cavafy

Too much rigidity on the part of teachers should be followed by a brisk spirit of
insubordination on the part of the taught.
--Agnes Repplier (1891)

If you obey all the rules, you miss all the fun.
--Katharine Hepburn

Any fool can make a rule, and any fool will mind it.
--Henry David Thoreau

What you cannot enforce,
Do not command.
--Sophocles

The best way to get a bad law repealed is to enforce it strictly.
--Lincoln

My soul hates the fool whose only passion is to live by rule.
--Santayana

Isn’t it funny that anything the Supreme Court says is right?
--Robert Frost

We have few contemporary heroes, but we have plenty of trash-talking, high-fiving,
stuff-strutting celebrities who seem transfixed by their own images. Is it any won-
der that youngsters disrespect authority? They’ve learned well from their ‘heroes’
who only watch out for number one.

--Richard G. Capen, Jr.

A man’s respect for law and order exists in precise relationship to the size of his
paycheck.
--Adam Clayton
Powell Jr.
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Wicked people obey from fear—good people, from love.
--Aristotle

Laws are felt only when an individual comes into contact with them.
--Susanne la Follette

When you make your peace with authority, you become authority.
--Jim Morrison

Acceptance is not submission; it is acknowledgment of the facts of a situation. Then
deciding what you’re going to do about it.
--Kathleen Casey Theisen

Rules reduce freedom and responsibility. Enforcement of rules is coercive and
manipulative, which diminishes spontaneity and absorbs a group energy. The
more coercive you are, the more resistant the group will become.

--John Heider

No oppression is so heavy or lasting as that which is inflicted by the perversion and
exorbitance of legal authority.
--Joseph Addison

Our attitude towards others determines their attitude towards us.
--Earl Nightingale

Does it follow that I reject all authority? Perish the thought. In the matter of boots,
I defer to the authority of the boot-maker.

—Mikhail Bakunin

The man whose authority is recent is always stern.
—Aeschylus

Unthinking respect for authority is the greatest enemy of truth.
—Albert Einstein

Authority is something from which we are constantly subtracting, of which there
remains always a residue, and which we attempt to make smaller and smaller.
—Frederica Montseny

Man became free when he recognized that he was subject to law.
—Will Durant
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The very idea of the power and the right of the People to establish Government,
presupposes the duty of every individual to obey the established Government.
—George Washington

Law is nothing else than an ordinance of reason for the common good promulgated
by him who has care of the community.

—St. Thomas Aquinas

Sadly, children’s passion for learning often ends when they encounter a world that
seeks to educate them for conformity and obedience only.
—Robert John Meehan

The authority of those who teach is often an obstacle to those who want to learn.
—Marcus Tullius Cicero

Truth can never be reached by just listening to the voice of an authority.
—Francis Bacon

Infancy isn’t what it is cracked up to be. Children, not knowing that they are having
an easy time, have a good many hard times. Growing and learning and obeying the
rules of their elders, or fighting against them, are not easy things to do.

--Don Marquis

No man has any natural authority over his fellow men.

—dJean-Jacques
Rousseau

In poor and working-class households, children are urged to stay quiet and show
deference to adult authority figures such as teachers. In middle-class households,
kids learn to ask critical questions and to advocate for themselves—behaviors that
serve them well in the classroom.

--Dana Goldstein

How many Catholic schools do you think teach the students to question the
authority of the Pope? Do you believe Christian schools teach students to
question or challenge the authority of Jesus Christ? Do military schools teach
the cadets to challenge the authority?

—Neal Boortz
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Written laws are like spider’s webs; they will catch, it is true, the weak and the
poor, but would be torn in pieces by the rich and powerful.
—Anacharsis

No one believes anymore that scientists are trained in science classes or politicians
in civics classes or poets in English classes. The truth is that schools don’t really
teach anything except how to obey orders. This is a great mystery to me because
thousands of humane, caring people work in schools as teachers and aides and
administrators...but the institution is psychopathic, it has no conscience. It rings a
bell and the young man in the middle of writing a poem must close his notebook and
move to a different cell where he must memorize that man and monkeys derive
from a common ancestor.

--John Gatto

Schools are structured in a manner that allows us to deliver a wealth of information
and ideas to young people who lack our experience of and sophistication about the
world. For the most part, educators assume that, if we cover something, the
students have learned it. We talk, they listen. We present, they absorb. At the end
of a year, when we have covered everything according to our plan, the students are
deemed ready for the next level —at least most of them are. In some cases, students
who do not make progress are subjected to another year of the same material,
usually presented in the same way, usually with the same books, and often with
the same teachers. Then, if they fail for a second time, we usually move them
ahead anyway, because keeping them back at this point makes even less sense.
—Ted Sizer

We must shift the focus of our classrooms from obedience to understanding.
—Robert John Meehan

Ideally, what should be said to every child, repeatedly, throughout his or her school
life is something like this: ‘You are in the process of being indoctrinated. We have
not yet evolved a system of education that is not a system of indoctrination. We are
sorry, but it is the best we can do. What you are being taught here is an amalgam of
current prejudice and the choices of this particular culture. The slightest look at
history will show how impermanent these must be. You are being taught by people
who have been able to accommodate themselves to a regime of thought laid down by
their predecessors. It is a self-perpetuating system. Those of you who are more ro-
bust and individual than others will be encouraged to leave and find ways of educat-
ing yourself — educating your own judgements. Those that stay must remember,
always, and all the time, that they are being moulded and patterned to fit into the
narrow and particular needs of this particular society.’

—Doris Lessing
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[The public school system is] usually a twelve year sentence of mind control.
Crushing creativity, smashing individualism, encouraging collectivism and
compromise, destroying the exercise of intellectual inquiry, twisting it
instead into meek subservience to authority.

—Walter Karp

Institutional wisdom tells us that children need school. Institutional wisdom tells
us that children learn in school. But this institutional wisdom is itself the product of
schools because sound common sense tells us that only children can be taught in
school. Only by segregating human beings in the category of childhood could we
ever get them to submit to the authority of a schoolteacher.

—Ivan Illich

It is wrong to say that schoolmasters lack heart and are dried-up, soulless pedants!
No, by no means. When a child’s talent which he has sought to kindle suddenly
bursts forth, when the boy puts aside his wooden sword, slingshot, bow-and-arrow
and other childish games, when he begins to forge ahead, when the seriousness of
the work begins to transform the rough-neck into a delicate, serious and an almost
ascetic creature, when his face takes on an intelligent, deeper and more purposeful
expression - then a teacher’s heart laughs with happiness and pride. It is his duty
and responsibility to control the raw energies and desires of his charges and replace
them with calmer, more moderate ideals. What would many happy citizens and
trustworthy officials have become but unruly, stormy innovators and dreamers of
useless dreams, if not for the effort of their schools? In young beings there is
something wild, ungovernable, uncultured which first has to be tamed. It is like
a dangerous flame that has to be controlled or it will destroy. Natural man is
unpredictable, opaque, dangerous, like a torrent cascading out of uncharted
mountains. At the start, his soul is a jungle without paths or order. And, like a
jungle, it must first be cleared and its growth thwarted. Thus it is the school’s task
to subdue and control man with force and make him a useful member of society, to
kindle those qualities in him whose development will bring him to triumphant
completion.

—Hermann Hesse

The atmosphere of the home is prolonged in the school, where the students soon dis-
cover that (as in the home) in order to achieve some satisfaction they must adapt to
the precepts which have been set from above. One of these precepts is not to think.

— Paulo Freire

Obedience of the law is demanded; not asked as a favor.
—Theodore Roosevel
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Good people do not need laws to tell them to act responsibly, while bad people will
find a way around the laws.
—Plato

School is in many ways the beginning of those shark infested waters, when people,
innocent children in this instance are hauled out of the utopia that is the family
unit, hopefully full of love and warmth and protection, to be thrust instead into a
whole other world where they are instantly told what they are and are not good at,
who’s better than them and why they need to change immediately.

—Chris Evans

In many countries, schools are preparing students to participate in a democratic
environment; yet schools themselves tend to be extremely autocratic, with all
high-level decisions being made by adults.

—Adora Svitak

Everyone who has ever been to school knows that school is prison, but almost
nobody beyond school age says it is. It’s not polite. We all tiptoe around the truth
because admitting it would make us seem cruel and would point a finger at well-in-
tentioned people doing what they believe to be essential. . . . A prison, according to
the common, general definition, is any place of involuntary confinement and restric-
tion of liberty. In school, as in adult prisons, the inmates are told exactly what they
must do and are punished for failure to comply. Actually, students in school must
spend more time doing exactly what they are told than is true of adults in penal
institutions. Another difference, of course, is that we put adults in prison because
they have committed a crime, while we put children in school because of their age.
—Peter Gray

Though books, as Milton says, may be the embalming of mighty spirits, they are
also the resurrection of rebellious, reactionary, fantastical, and wicked spirits! In
books dwell all the demons and all the angels of the human mind. It is for this
reason that a bookshop—especially a second-hand bookshop—is an arsenal of
explosives, an armoury of revolutions, an opium den of reactions. And just because
books are repository of all the redemptions and damnations, all the sanities and
insanities, of the divine anarchy or the soul, they are still, as they have always
been, an object of suspicion to every kind of ruling authority.

--John Cowper Powys

When you think of the long and gloomy history of man, you find more hideous
crimes have been committed in the name of obedience than have ever been commit-
ted in the name of rebellion.

--C. P. Snow
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To admit authorities, however heavily furred and gowned, into our libraries and let
them tell us how to read, what to read, what value to place upon what we read, is to
destroy the spirit of freedom which is the breath of those sanctuaries. Everywhere
else we may be bound by laws and conventions—there we have none.

—Virginia Woolf

Every great historic change has been based on nonconformity, has been bought
either with the blood or with the reputation of nonconformists.
--Ben Shahn

The marvel of all history is the patience with which men and women submit to
burdens unnecessarily laid upon them by their governments.
--George Washington

Why has government been instituted at all? Because the passions of men will not
conform to the dictates of reason and justice without constraint.
--Alexander Hamilton

Laws made by common consent must not be trampled on by individuals.
--George Washington

I know no method to secure the repeal of bad, obnoxious, or unjust laws so effective
as their strict execution.

--Ulysses S. Grant

No statement should be believed because it is made by an authority.
—Robert A. Heinlein

A nihilist is a man who does not bow to any authorities, who does not take any
principle on trust, no matter with what respect that principle is surrounded.
--Ivan Sergeyevich
Turgenev

Ordinary people, simply doing their jobs, and without any particular hostility on
their part, can become agents in a terrible destructive process. Moreover, even when
the destructive effects of their work become patently clear, and they are asked to
carry out actions incompatible with fundamental standards of morality, relatively
few people have the resources needed to resist authority.

—Stanley Milgram
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The history of liberty is a history of resistance.
—Woodrow Wilson

Disobedience is the worst of evils. This it is that ruins a nation.
--Jean Anouilh

To make laws that man cannot, and will not obey, serves to bring all law into
contempt.
--Elizabeth Cady
Stanton

Most of what we object to as misconduct in children is a natural rebellion against
the intrusion of an unimaginative adult despotism in their lives.
--Floyd Dell

Boys naturally look on all force as an enemy.
--Henry Adams

The law is a causeway upon which, so long as he keeps to it, a citizen may walk
safely.
--Robert Bolt

Anyone who takes it upon himself, on his private authority, to break a bad law,
thereby authorizes everyone else to break the good ones.
--Denis Diderot

Laws too gentle are seldom obeyed; too severe, seldom executed.
--Benjamin Franklin

Law cannot persuade where it cannot punish.
--Thomas Fuller

The more laws, the more offenders.
--Thomas Fuller

Wherever law ends, tyranny begins.
--John Locke

Useless laws weaken necessary ones.
--Montesquieu
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Laws are the very bulwarks of liberty; they define every man’s rights, and defend
the individual liberties of all men.

--J. G. Holland

The law creates citizens.
--Voltaire

The first of all laws is to respect the laws: the severity of penalties is only a vain
resource, invented by little minds in order to substitute terror for that respect
which they have no means of obtaining.

--Jean Jacques Rousseau

No rule is so general, which admits not some exception.
--Robert Burton

The power that keeps cities of men together
Is noble preservation of law.
--Euripides

There is no act more moral between men than that of rule and obedience.
--Thomas Carlyle

It is very difficult for people to believe the simple fact that every persecutor was

once a victim. Yet it should be very obvious that someone who was allowed to feel

free and strong from childhood does not have the need to humiliate another person.
--Alice Miller

You can’t legislate intelligence and common sense into people.
--Will Rogers

The strictest law sometimes becomes the severest injustice.
—Benjamin Franklin

The children now love luxury; they have bad manners, contempt for authority; they
show disrespect for elders and love chatter in place of exercise. Children are now
tyrants, not the servants of their households. They no longer rise when elders enter
the room. They contradict their parents, chatter before company, gobble up dainties
at the table, cross their legs, and tyrannize their teachers.

--Socrates (469-399 B.C.)
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There is no zeal blinder than that which is impaired with the love of justice against
offenders.
--Henry Fielding

Vulnerable fathers turn to time-honored defensive responses to maintain the
function that father knows best. Parents, especially fathers, teach their sons to
obey authority no matter what.

—Martha Stout

If men were angels, no government would be necessary.
--James Madison

Why has government been instituted at all? Because the passions of men will not
conform to the dictates of reason and justice without constraint.
--Alexander Hamilton

Parents who discipline their child by discussing the consequences of their actions
produce children who have better moral development, compared to children whose
parents use authoritarian methods and punishment.

—Simon Baron-Cohen

Do not believe in anything simply because you have heard it. Do not believe in
anything simply because it is spoken and rumored by many. Do not believe in
anything simply because it is found written in your religious books. Do not believe
in anything merely on the authority of your teachers and elders. Do not believe in
traditions because they have been handed down for many generations. But after
observation and analysis, when you find that anything agrees with reason and is
conducive to the good and benefit of one and all, then accept it and live up to it.
—The Buddha

Truth is the secret of eloquence and virtue, the basis of moral authority; it is the
highest summit of art and of life.
--Henri Frederic Amiel

The passion for truth is silenced by answers which have the weight of undisputed
authority.
--Paul Tillich

Like all weak men he laid an exaggerated stress on not changing one’s mind.
--W. Somerset Maugham
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Management means, in the last analysis, the substitution of thought for brawn and
muscle, of knowledge for folkways and superstition, and of cooperation for force. It
means the substitution of responsibility for obedience to rank, and of authority of
performance for the authority of rank.

--Peter Drucker

We can delegate authority, but not responsibility.
—Lee Cockerell

Responsibility should always be coupled with corresponding authority.
--Chester Barnard

Leadership must be based on goodwill. Goodwill does not mean posturing and, least
of all, pandering to the mob. It means obvious and wholehearted commitment to
helping followers. We are tired of leaders we fear, tired of leaders we love, and most
tired of leaders who let us take liberties with them. What we need for leaders are
men of the heart who are so helpful that they, in effect, do away with the need of
their jobs. But leaders like that are never out of a job, never out of followers.
Strange as it sounds, great leaders gain authority by giving it away.

--Admiral James B.

Stockdale

The administrator may promote or prevent innovation. S/He is powerful, not
because s/he has a monopoly on imagination, creativity, or interest in change—the
opposite is common—Dbut simply became s/he has the authority to precipitate a
decision.

—Henry Brickell

All organizations recapitulate the basic family structure....Our earliest experiences
with our parents are repeated in our subsequent relationships with authority. Early
family life determines our assumptions of how power is distributed, and as we grow
up we form groups on the same model.

--Harry Levinson

Every great advance in natural knowledge has involved the absolute rejection of
authority.
--Thomas Huxley

In questions of science the authority of a thousand is not worth the humble

reasoning of an individual.
--Galileo Galilei
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The relative freedom which we enjoy depends on public opinion. The law is no
protection. Governments make laws, but whether they are carried out, and how the
police behave, depends on the general temper in the country. If large numbers of
people are interested in freedom of speech, there will be freedom of speech, even
if the law forbids it; if public opinion is sluggish, inconvenient minorities will be
persecuted, even if laws exist to protect them.

—George Orwell

Your job gives you authority. Your behavior earns you respect.
--Irwin Federman

My duty is to obey orders.
--Stonewall Jackson

What we call ‘morals’ is simply blind obedience to words of command.
--Havelock Ellis

We need to nurture uniqueness and independence....Ours must be schools for
ego-strength—the child’s ego, not the teacher’s. “You can do it!” has to be the teacher’s
consistent, over-and-over steady slogan: ‘You can hang up your own coat....” ‘You
can pour your own juice....” ‘You can climb to the top....” ‘You can figure it out.” We
have no stake in schools where children learn to color within the lines. No stake in
pushing for unnecessary conformity, no stake in children submerging themselves in
the group, no stake in everlasting lessons in obediently following the directions.
--James L. Hymes, Jr.

A man who enjoys responsibility usually gets it. A man who merely likes exercising
authority usually loses it.
--Malcolm S. Forbes

He who cannot obey, cannot command.
--Benjamin Franklin

How a minority,
Reaching a majority,
Seizing authority,
Hates a minority!

--Leonard Harman
Robbins
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I am conservative by temperament. I disapprove of criminal activity. I am very
solidly and markedly on the side of authority. The truth is I would rather err on the
side of too much authority than too little.

—dJames Ellroy

Happy are the families where the government of parents is the reign of affection,
and obedience of the children the submission of love.
--sentencedict.com

It is not desirable to cultivate a respect for the law, so much as for the right.
—Henry David Thoreau

Authority has always attracted the lowest elements in the human race. All through
history, mankind has been bullied by scum. Those who lord it over their fellows and
toss commands in every direction and would boss the grass in the meadow about
which way to bend in the wind are the most depraved kind of prostitutes. They will
submit to any indignity, perform any vile act, do anything to achieve power. The
worst off-sloughings of the planet are the ingredients of sovereignty. Every govern-
ment is a parliament of whores. The trouble is, in a democracy the whores are us.
--P. J. O'Rourke

One who breaks an unjust law that conscience tells him is unjust, and who willingly
accepts the penalty of imprisonment in order to arouse the conscience of the com-
munity over its injustice, is in reality expressing the highest respect for law.
—Martin Luther
King, Jr.

Law is order, and good law is good order.
—Aristotle

Show me the man who keeps his house in hand, He’s fit for public authority.
—Sophocles

If we do not maintain justice, justice will not maintain us.
—Francis Bacon

He makes a great mistake... who supposes that authority is firmer or better

established when it is founded by force than that which is welded by affection.
—Terence
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Most of the time, we see only what we want to see, or what others tell us to see,
instead of really investigating to see what is really there. We embrace illusions
only because we are presented with the illusions that are embraced by the majority.
When in truth, they only become popular because they are pounded at us by the
media with such an intensity and high level of repetition that its mere force
disguises lies and truths. And like obedient schoolchildren, we do not question
their validity and swallow everything up like medicine. Why? Because since the
earliest days of our youth, we have been conditioned to accept that the direction
of the herd, and authority anywhere—is always right.

--Suzy Kassem

Nothing is more destructive of respect for the government and the law of the land
than passing laws which cannot be enforced. It is an open secret that the dangerous
increase of crime in this country is closely related with this.

—Albert Einstein

The will of the people shall be the basis of the authority of government.
—Eleanor Roosevelt

Men of authority have employed all the destructive agents around them to promote
their own personal interests at the sacrifice of every just, honorable, and lawful
consideration.

—dJohn White Geary

Petty laws breed great crimes.

—OQuida

Children in their games are wont to submit to rules which they have themselves
established, and to punish misdemeanors which they have themselves defined. The
same spirit pervades every act of social life.

—Alexis de Tocqueville

Law helps organize human beings in communities that allow them to obtain
the benefits of living together productively and in peace....The rule of law is the
keystone of the effort to build a civilized, humane, and just society. At a time when
facing facts, understanding the local and global challenges that they offer, and
working to meet those challenges cooperatively is particularly urgent, we must
continue to construct such a society—a society of laws—together.

—Stephen Breyer

- 98-


https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/4551735.Suzy_Kassem

Showing a lack of self-control is in the same vein granting authority to others:
‘Perhaps I need someone else to control me.’
—Criss Jami

By using quotations teachers can lend authority to their words. Students will more
readily accept particular views knowing that great thinkers and authorities from
the past have also held those views. It is a plus when a particular quotation or
proverb is familiar to students because those well-known saying have already
earned universal acceptance.

—Dan L. Miller

It is the inextricable masculinity in our idea of government which so revolts at
the idea of women as voters. “T'o govern:’ that means to boss, to control, to have
authority; and that only, to most minds. They cannot bear to think of the woman
as having control over even their own affairs; to control is masculine, they assume.
Seeing only self-interest as a natural impulse, and the ruling powers of the state as
a sort of umpire, an authority to preserve the rules of the game while men fight it
out forever; they see in a democracy merely a wider range of self interest, a wider,
freer field to fight in.

—Charlotte Perkins

Gilman

The average citizen knows nothing of the law, and cares only to evade it when he
can, obey it when he must.
—Charlotte Perkins
Gilman

Whatever needs to be maintained through force is doomed.
—Henry Miller

There are two kinds of restrictions upon human liberty—the restraint of law and
that of custom. No written law has ever been more binding than unwritten custom
supported by popular opinion.

—Carrie Chapman Catt

A police recruit was asked during an exam, ‘What would you do if you had to arrest
our own mother?’ The reply, ‘Call for backup.’
—Internet Meme

The visibility of authority figures (teachers and administrators) has a positive
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impact on discipline in the secondary school. For example, the tone set by the su-
pervision of the lunchroom influences the overall control of the building.
The mere presence of an authority figure often acts as a deterrent against
undesirable student conduct. Administrators have long recognized the
responsibility of attending activities where large groups of students are present.
Mobility and eye contact are two effective means of achieving this visibility. Eye
contact can be a useful technique for managing large groups, and can help prevent
confrontations, since most students have difficulty committing inappropriate acts
when they know they are being watched. Mobility, or simply moving around, is most
effective when movement is random so students never know for sure when an
authority figure may suddenly appear.
Although visibility of authority figures can be used to prevent problems, teachers
and administrators do not need to spend all of their hours as ‘watchdogs’. Being
seen at key times, e.g., lunch periods, pep rallies, before and after school, and at
school activities, and being seen randomly throughout the building can enhance
the effectiveness of the visibility factor. The students’ perception may well be that
‘teachers and administrators are everywhere.

—William Fellmy

THREE KINDS OF PARENTING STYLE:

Permissive: the parent tries to be nonpunitive and accepting of the child.
Authoritarian: The parent shapes and controls the child based on a set standard
of conduct.
Authoritative: The parent tries to direct the child rationally.
The ideal is authoritative, where the child grows up to respect authority, but does
not feel controlled or manipulated.

—Diana Baumrind

Many high school students go to great lengths to demonstrate their contemptuous
rejection of what they regard as the hypocritical values of adult society.
—Robert F. Biehler

The library might have been the first place I was ever given autonomy.
—Susan Orlean

A business partnership, balanced as the authorities of its members may
theoretically be, presently becomes a union in which the authority of one
partner is tacitly recognized as greater than that of the other or others.

—dJohn D. Rockefeller
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Consider the research of the sociologist James Coleman, of the University of
Chicago. He found that students from similar economic and social backgrounds
consistently do better at Catholic high schools than at public high schools.
The immediate explanation is simple: Students at Catholic schools take more
rigorous courses in math, English, and history, and they do nearly 50 percent more
homework. But why do Catholic schools make these demands when public schools
don’t?
The difference, Mr. Coleman concluded, lies with parents. ‘Parents [of public-school
students] do not exercise as much authority over their high-school-age students as
they once did,” he recently told a conference at the Manhattan Institute.
Since the 1960s, public schools have become less demanding—in discipline,
required coursework, and homework—because they can’t enforce stiffer demands.
By contrast, parents of parochial-school students impose more control. “The schools
therefore [are] able to operate under a different set of ground rules,” Mr. Coleman
said.

—Robert J. Samuelson

Helping your eldest to pick a college is one of the greatest educational experiences of
life—for the parents. Next to trying to pick his bride, it’s the best way to learn that
your authority, if not entirely gone, is slipping fast.

—Sally and James

Reston
Trust, not submission, defines obedience.
—dJoan W. Bios
Obedience is the fruit of faith.
—Christina Rossetti

No principle is so noble, as there is none more holy, than that of a true obedience.

—Henry Giles
(1809-1882)

Every great person has first learned how to obey, whom to obey and when to obey.
—William A. Ward
(1921-1991)

Most laws were created because someone decided to be an asshole one day.
—Internet Meme
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The Holocaust was legal. Slavery was legal. Segregation was legal. The brave
woman who cared for and hid my 6-year-old aunt in an attic in Budapest was
a criminal. She broke the law by sheltering Juden. Legality is not a guide for
morality.

—Internet Meme

I am afraid to speak out. Fear, of course, is the most important reason any
inhabitant of an authoritarian or totalitarian society does not protest or resign,
even when the leader commits crimes, violates his official ideology, or forces
people to do things that they know to be wrong. In extreme dictatorships like
Nazi Germany and Stalin’s Russia, people fear for their lives. In softer dictator-
ships, like East Germany after 1950 and Putin’s Russia today, people fear losing
their jobs or their apartments. Fear works as a motivation even when violence is
a memory rather than a reality.

—Anne Applebaum

When you see something that is not right, not fair, not just, you have to speak up.
You have to say something; you have to do something.
—dJohn Lewis

As citizens, we knew we had ceded some of our individual rights to society in order
to live together as a community. But we did not believe this social contract included
support for an immoral system. Since the people invested government with its
authority, we understood that we had to obey the law. But when law became
suppressive and tyrannical, when human law violated divine principles, we felt it
was not only our right, but our duty to disobey. As Henry Thoreau strongly believed,
to comply with an unjust system is to accept abuse. It is not the role of the citizen to
follow the government down a path that violates his or her own conscience.

—dJohn Lewis

Power doesn’t corrupt, it reveals.
—Robert Caro

If a law violates a person’s liberty, is it not our duty to disobey? Is it not your ethical
responsibility to act?
—Brian Huskie

There can be no greater stretch of arbitrary power than to seize children from their
parents, teach them whatever the authorities decree they shall be taught, and ex-
propriate from the parents the funds to pay for the procedure.

—Isabel Paterson
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I've noticed a fascinating phenomenon in my thirty years of teaching: schools and
schooling are increasingly irrelevant to the great enterprises of the planet. No one
believes anymore that scientists are trained in science classes or politicians in civics
classes or poets in English classes. The truth is that schools don’t really teach any-
thing except how to obey orders. This is a great mystery to me because thousands of
humane, caring people work in schools as teachers and aides and administrators,
but the abstract logic of the institution overwhelms their individual contributions.
Although teachers do care and do work very, very hard, the institution is psycho-
pathic—it has no conscience. It rings a bell and the young man in the middle of
writing a poem must close his notebook and move to a different cell where he must
memorize that humans and monkeys derive from a common ancestor.

— John Taylor Gatto

Men of Athens, I honor and love you; but I shall obey God rather than you, and
while I have life and strength I shall never cease from the practice and teaching of
philosophy... Understand that I shall never alter my ways, not even if I have to die
many times.

—Plato

Students are so conditioned to success that they become afraid to take risks. They
have been taught from a young age by zealous parents, schools, and institutional
authorities what constitutes failure and success. They are socialized to obey. They
obsess over grades and seek to please professors, even if what professors teach is
fatuous. The point is to get ahead, and getting ahead means deference to authority.
Challenging authority is never a career advancer.

—Chris Hedges

A teacher should have maximal authority, and minimal power.
—Thomas Szasz

Injustice is relatively easy to bear; what stings is justice.
—H. L. Mencken

Authoritarianism, inflexibleness, and impersonal attitudes in the teacher encourage
and keep alive rebellion, negativism, and hostility in the pupil.
—Dana L. Farnsworth

Parents teach children discipline for two different, indeed diametrically opposed,
reasons: to render the child submissive to them and to make him independent of
them. Only a self-disciplined person can be obedient; and only such a person can be
autonomous.

—Thomas Stephen Szasz
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Emotionally stressful school environments are counterproductive because they can
reduce students’ ability to learn. Self-esteem and a sense of control over one’s envi-
ronment are important in managing stress. Highly evaluative and authoritarian
schools may promote institutional economy, efficiency, and accountability, but also
heighten nonproductive stress in students and staff.

—Robert Sylwester

In the 1960s, kids lost their authority. It was a decade of protest—church, state,
and parents were all called into question and found wanting. Their authority was
rejected, yet nothing ever replaced it.

—Ravi Zacharias

A wise parent humors the desire for independent action, so as to become the friend
and advisor when his absolute rule shall cease.
—Elizabeth Gaskell

Power-lust is a weed that grows only in the vacant lots of an abandoned mind.
—Ayn Rand

Throughout human history, as our species has faced the frightening, terrorizing fact
that we do not know who we are, or where we are going in this ocean of chaos, it has
been the authorities, the political, the religious, the educational authorities who
attempted to comfort us by giving us order, rules, regulations, informing, forming
in our minds their view of reality. To think for yourself you must question authority
and learn how to put yourself in a state of vulnerable, open-mindedness; chaotic,
confused, vulnerability to inform yourself.

—Timothy Leary

Powerful people cannot afford to educate the people that they oppress, because once
you are truly educated, you will not ask for power. You will take it.
—dJohn Henrik Clarke

In absolute governments the King is law, so in free countries the law ought to be
king; and there ought to be no other.
—Thomas Paine

Any man who tries to be good all the time is bound to come to ruin among the great
number who are not good. Hence a prince who wants to keep his authority must
learn how not to be good, and use that knowledge, or refrain from using it, as
necessity requires.

—Niccolo Machiavelli
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Adults, in their dealing with children, are insane, he [Ed Ricketts] said. And
children know it too. Adults lay down rules they would not think of following,
speak truths they do not believe. And yet they expect children to obey the rules,
believe the truths, and admire and respect their parents for this nonsense. Children
must be very wise and secret to tolerate adults at all. And the greatest nonsense of
all that adults expect children to believe is that people learn by experience. No
greater lie was ever revered. And its falseness is immediately discerned by children
since their parents obviously have not learned anything by experience. Far from
learning, adults simply become set in a maze of prejudices and dreams and sets of
rules whose origins they do not know and would not dare inspect for fear the whole
structure might topple over on them. I think children instinctively know this, Ed
said. Intelligent children learn to conceal their knowledge and keep free of this
howling mania.

—dJohn Steinbeck

The internet is not the first promising technology to have quickly turned dystopian.
In the early 20th century, radio was greeted with as much enthusiasm as the
internet was in the early 21st. Radio will ‘fuse together all mankind’ wrote Velimir
Khlebnikov, a Russian futurist poet in the 1920s. Radio would connect people, end
war, promote peace!
Almost immediately, a generation of authoritarians learned how to use radio for
hate propaganda and social control. In the Soviet Union, radio speakers in apart-
ments and on street corners blared Communist agitprop. The Nazis introduced the
Volksempfanger, a cheap wireless transistor set, to broadcast Hitler’s speeches; in
the 1930s, Germany had more radios per capita than anywhere else in the world.
—Anne Applebaum and
Peter Pomerantsev

A child who passes through many hands in turn, can never be well brought up. At
every change he makes a secret comparison, which continually tends to lessen his
respect for those who control him, and with it their authority over him. If once he
thinks there are grown-up people with no more sense than children the authority
of age is destroyed and his education is ruined.

—dJean-Jacques Rousseau

A general State education is a mere contrivance for moulding people to be exactly
like one another; and as the mould in which it casts them is that which pleases the
dominant power in the government, whether this be a monarch, an aristocracy, or a
majority of the existing generation; in proportion as it is efficient and successful, it
establishes a despotism over the mind, leading by a natural tendency to one over
the body.

—dJohn Stuart Mill
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When someone demands blind obedience, you’d be a fool not to peek.
—dJim Fiebig

People without authority will often simply stand there, reciting the rules like
mynah birds. Having no power, they also seem to take a vicious satisfaction in
forcing others to comply.

—Sue Grafton

As traditional schools operate now, teachers or not treated as professionals.
Everyone, administrators, school boards, state departments, and the legislature,
and the governors’ offices, has a hand in telling teachers what they want done,
how to do it, and how it will be measured. There’s no job that requires professionals
more than teaching, yet there is no job in which the people who do it are treated in
ways that make it impossible for them to be professional. Imagine what medicine
or law would be like if physicians and lawyers were treated as teachers are.
—William Glasser

The biggest problem besetting schools is the primitive quality of human relation-
ships among children, parents, teachers, and administrators. Many schools
perpetuate infantilism. School boards infantilize superintendents; superintendents,
principals; principals, teachers; and teachers, children. This leads to children and
adults who frequently behave like infants, complying with authority from fear or
dependence, waiting until someone’s back is turned to do something ‘naughty.” To
the extent the teachers and principals together can make important school
decisions, they become colleagues. They become grownups. They become
professionals.

—Roland S. Barth

The vice of externally imposed ends has deep roots. Teachers receive them from
superior authorities; these authorities accept them from what is current in the
community. The teachers impose them upon children. As a first consequence, the
intelligence of the teacher is not free; it is confined to receiving the aims laid down
from above. Too rarely is the individual teacher so free from the dictation of author-
itative supervisor, text book on methods, prescribed course of study, etc., that he
can let his mind come to close quarters with the pupil’s mind and the subject
matter.

—dJohn Dewey
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Arguably, the alternative to a student-centered classroom today is not one that is
teacher centered but one that is legislature centered.
—Alfie Kohn

Enthusiasm for testing seems to grow as you move away from the students, going

from teacher to principal to central office administrator to school board member to

legislator, governor, and president. Those for whom classroom visits are occasional

photo opportunities are most likely to demonstrate an unlimited zeal for testing.
—Alfie Kohn

Teachers who do not take their own education seriously, who do not study, who
make little effort to keep abreast of events having no moral authority to coordinate
the activities of the classroom.

—Paolo Freire

The boss drives his people; the leader coaches his.
The boss uses authority; the leader wins goodwill.
The boss keeps them guessing; the leader arouses their enthusiasm.
The boss talks about ‘I,” the leader makes it ‘we.’
The boss makes work drudgery; the leader makes work a game.
The boss says ‘Go’; the leader says ‘Let’s go.’
--Ted Pollock

Leaders know that while their position gives them authority, their behavior earns
them respect. It is consistency between words and actions that builds a leader’s
credibility.
—dJames Kouzes and
Barry Posner

Authority never matches responsibility. That’s one of the great myths and delusions
of all times. Winning managers and individual performers at all levels know that
effectiveness means building your own network and creating your own authority.
Those who succeed always reach far beyond formal deputation, take initiatives, and
take the heat when things go awry. That’s true in the military in times of war, true
for 200 person manufacturing firms, and true at giant automakers or software
companies.

—Tom Peters

Nothing strengthens authority so much as silence.
—Leonard Da Vinci
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The contempt for law and the contempt for the human consequences of lawbreaking
go from the bottom to the top of American society.
—Margaret Mead

No government has the right to tell its citizens when or whom to love. The only
queer people are those who don’t love anybody.

—Rita Mae Brown

Loyalty is a verbal switch-blade used by little and big bosses to force us quickly to
accept a questionable situation which our intelligence and conscience should reject.
—Lillian Smith

All these reverend gentlemen who insist on the word ‘obey’ in the marriage service
should be removed for a clear violation of the Thirteenth Amendment to the Federal
Constitution, which says there should be neither slavery nor involuntary servitude
within the United States.
—Elizabeth Cady
Stanton (1898)

When a new idea assaults the power of established authority, authority always
screams out that morality has been affronted. It makes no difference if this idea
is that the world is round or that women should vote or that the workers should
control industry.

—Mary Heaton Vorse

Class supremacy, male supremacy, white supremacy —it’s all the same game. If
you’re on top of someone, the society tells you that you are better. It gives you access
to its privileges and security, and it works both to keep you on top and to keep you
thinking that you deserve to be there.
—Coletta Reid and
Charlotte Bunch

Where a system of oppression has become institutionalized it is unnecessary for
individuals to be oppressive.

—Florynce R. Kennedy
We have created trouble for ourselves in organizations by confusing control with

order.
—Margaret J. Wheatley
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Question everyone in authority, and see that you get sensible answers to your
questions....Questioning does not mean the end of loving, and loving does not mean
abnegation of intelligence. Vow as much love to your country as you like... but, I
implore you, do not forget to question.

—Winifred Holtby

The doctrine of blind obedience and unqualified submission to any human power,
whether civil or ecclesiastical, is the doctrine of despotism.

—Angelina Grimké
(1836)

I have noticed this about ambitious men, or men in power—they fear even the
slightest and least likely threat to it.
—Mary Stewart

Women who acquire power are more likely to be criticized for it than are the men
who have always had it.
—Carolyn Heilbrun

Power’s twin is responsibility.
—Willa Gibbs

I love them [quotations] because it is a joy to find thoughts one might have, beauti-
fully expressed with much authority by someone recognizably wiser than oneself.
—Marlene Dietrich

I hold it blasphemy to say that a man ought not to fight against authority: there is
no great religion and no great freedom that has not done it, in the beginning.
—George Eliott (1866)

Rules are like flagpoles in a slalom race: you observe their presence religiously,
skirt around them as closely as possible, and never let them cut your speed.
—Katherine Neville

Truth...is the first casualty of tyranny.
—Barbara Grizzuti
Harrison
It is...far easier to act under conditions of tyranny than it is to think.

—Hannah Arendt
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I am not impressed by external devices for the preservation of virtue in men or
women.
—Dora Russell (1927)

People will accept anything. To be obeyed, one only has to command. Nothing comes

more naturally than obedience, if only because it offers people a simple world where

everything is laid down in advance and no calls are made on their imaginations.
—dJean Dutourd

Public opinion had become, by the mid-18th century, the source of political
authority. Public opinion had to be courted and that courtship involved all the
anxieties that attach to other courtships. In [Thomas] Jefferson’s view, it
involved, to some degree, a prostitution of the self.

—dJay Fliegelman

When, in the presidential election of 1800, [Thomas] Jefferson was attacked by his
political opponents for having ‘plagiarized’ the Declaration, for having taken it out
of Locke and elsewhere, the charge made little sense to him. For Jefferson, the
Declaration’s rhetorical indebtedness to past historical formulations was what
marked the document’s authority, not its derivativeness. Were it a unique product
of one mind, it would have little or no value. It would be an instance of what he
derisively called ‘personality.’ Jefferson was saying there are certain universal
truths about the public good and political rights that are re-articulated over the
length of history, from the classical period onward. To him, the point is to
recover these truths rather than to invent something new.

—dJay Fliegelman

Lack of obedience is one of our most difficult problems in America. Many people
erroneously believe that being obedient means being subservient to someone else.
In reality, it indicates respect for the authority of an authority figure. Realistically
speaking, you must respect authority before you can legitimately expect others to
respect your authority.

—Zig Ziglar

Great doors of opportunity swing on the tiny hinges of obedience.
—Ike Reighard

No man can conform his faith to the dictates of another. The life and essence of
religion consists in the internal persuasion or belief of the mind.

—Thomas Jefferson
(1819)
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The constant voices of his father and of his masters, urging him to be a gentleman

above all things and urging him to be a good Catholic above all things...another

voice urging him to be strong and manly and healthy and...another voice...to be

true to his country and help to raise up her fallen language and tradition.
—dJames Joyce

If you believe in yourself, that means you’re thinking positively, and you’ll make it;
you'’re gonna do it! But if you have a negative image about yourself, you’ll really kill
yourself. One of the greatest things you have in life is that no one has the authority
to tell you what you want to be. You’re the one who will decide what you want to be.
Respect yourself and respect the integrity of others as well. The greatest thing you
have is your self image, a positive opinion of yourself. You must never let anyone
take it from you.

--Jaime Escalante

Laws are as just as the society that makes them and the men who enforce them.
—Robin McKown

By using quotations teachers can lend authority to their words. Students more
readily accept particular views knowing great thinkers and authorities from the
past also held those views. Consider it is a plus when students show familiarity
with a particular quotation or proverb because those well-known sayings have
already earned universal acceptance. If, for instance, in teaching concise writing,
the following quotations make the point and add authority to the lesson:

Say all you have to say in the fewest possible words, or your reader
will be sure to skip them; and in the plainest possible words or he
will certainly misunderstand them. (John Ruskin)

The most valuable of all talents is that of never using two words
when one will do. (Thomas Jefferson)

In composing, as a general rule, run your pen through every other
word you have written: you have no idea what vigor it will give
your style. (SydneySmith)

—Dan L. Miller

When our audiences are skeptical, the more we try to dominate them, the more they
resist. Even with a receptive audience, dominance is a zero-sum game: the more
power and authority I have, the less you have.

—Adam M. Grant
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Teachers stand as authorities in the classroom, but students may not always
consider them as authorities on particular topics. By using quotations, however,
teachers lend authority to their words so students may more readily accept
particular views knowing that great thinkers and authorities from the past have
also held those views....If, for instance, a teacher begins a lesson on revision, and
questions arise regarding revision as one writes or revision after one writes, the
following quotation makes the point and adds authority to the lesson:

Write freely and as rapidly as possible and throw the whole thing on
paper. Never correct or rewrite until the whole thing is down. Rewrite

in process is usually found to be an excuse for not going on. (John
Steinbeck)

—Dan L. Miller

A bad precedent in one government is soon set up for an authority in another. And
therefore I cannot but think it my, and every honest man’s, duty that (while we pay
all due obedience two men in authority) we ought at the same time to be upon our
guard against power wherever we apprehend that it may affect ourselves or our
fellow subjects.
—dJohn Peter Zenger
(1697-1746)

The [Nuremberg] trial is necessary. There is a common responsibility for such
horrible crimes even in an authoritarian system.

—Albert Speer

Rulers should have little, the people much.
—Samuel Adams

We have a legal system. We don’t have a justice system.
—Theodore S. Tapper

SN NZ _
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