BEST QUOTES ON POLITICAL
SCIENCE

The legitimate object of government, is to do for a community of people, whatever
they need to have done, but cannot do, at all, or cannot, so well do, for themselves in
their separate and individual capacities. In all that the people can individually do
as well for themselves, government ought not to interfere.

—Abraham Lincoln

What the man in the street wants is not a big debate on fundamental issues; he

wants a little medical care, a rug on the floor, a picture on the wall, a little music in

the house, and a place to take Molly and the grandchildren when he retires.
--Lyndon Baines Johnson

I have only one yardstick by which I test every major problem - and that yardstick
is: Is it good for America?
—Dwight D. Eisenhower

We need to stop looking to politicians to make our world better. Politicians don’t
make the world a better place. Everything that’s ever made the world a better place
has come from inventors, engineers, scientists, teachers, artists, builders, philoso-
phers, healers, and people that choose love over hate.

—Don Freeman

No nation has friends—only interests.
--Charles De Gaulle

My observation about politics in many countries is that its practitioners fall into

these two groups. The boys in politics are those individuals who want position in or-

der to be something; the men are those who want position in order to do something.
--Eric Sevareid

Thou dost not know, my son, with how little wisdom the world is governed.
--Count Axel Oxenstiern

Politics, and the fate of mankind, are shaped by men without ideals and without
greatness. Men who have greatness within them don’t go in for politics.
--Albert Camus



Bad officials are elected by good citizens who do not vote.
--George Jean Nathan

There is no group in America that can withstand the force of an aroused public opin-
ion.
--Franklin D. Roosevelt

There are three constant issues that have run through American politics, ever since
the founding of the Republic...war and peace...bread and butter...and black and
white.

--Theodore White

You can’t have a Congress that responds to the needs of the workingman when
there are practically no people here who represent him. And you’re not going to
have a society that understands its humanity if you don’t have more women in gov-
ernment.

--Bella Abzug

Public sentiment is everything. With public sentiment, nothing can fail. Without it,
nothing can succeed.
--Abraham Lincoln

The test of any government is the extent to which it increases the good in the peo-
ple.
--Aristotle

Compromise is a noble word that sums up democracy.
--Saul Alinsky

The very essence of a free government consists in considering offices as public
trusts, bestowed for the good of the country, and not for the benefit of an individual
or party.

--John C. Calhoun

The high destiny of the individual is to serve rather than to rule.
--Albert Einstein

The men the American public admire most extravagantly are the most daring liars;
the men they detest most violently are those who try to tell them the truth.
--H. L. Mencken



The care of human life and happiness, and not their destruction, is the first and
only legitimate object of good government.
--Thomas Jefferson

The test of our progress is not whether we add to the abundance of those who have
much. It is whether we provide enough to those who have little.
--Franklin D. Roosevelt

The law requires a paper towel ad to be scrupulously honest, but allows political
candidates to lie without reproach. What’s wrong with this picture?
--Jef I. Richards

A politician would do well to remember that he has to live with his conscience
longer than he does with his constituents.
—DMelvin R. Laird

The first duty of government is to see that people have food, fuel, and clothes. The
second, that they have means of moral and intellectual education.
--John Ruskin

If men would consider not so much wherein they differ, as wherein they agree, there
would be far less of uncharitableness and angry feeling.
—dJoseph Addison

The ear of the leader must ring with the voices of the people.
—Woodrow Wilson

It is a truism that almost any sect, cult, or religion will legislate its creed into law if
it acquires the political power to do so.
--Robert A. Heinlein

I debated in high school! If you told things that weren’t true or just made things out
of whole cloth, you were penalized. It’s too bad they don’t apply the same standards
to presidential candidates as they do to high school students.

—Mark Hamill

I dream of a world where the truth is what shapes people’s politics, rather than pol-
itics shaping what people think is true.
—Neil deGrasse Tyson


http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/r/robertahe169539.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/r/robertahe169539.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/r/robertahe169539.html

The two primal fears in American politics are: (1) that Democrats will perpetually
increase taxes to the point where they drive the nation and you into penury because
they cannot stop spending money on utopian dreams and vote-buying schemes; and
(2) that Republicans will happily sacrifice your health, education and welfare in or-
der to enrich themselves and the other fellas down at the country club. These con-
trasting perceptions have driven American politics since the New Deal.

—Michael Kelly

I would like to nominate a man who is honest and courageous. I'd like to, but this
party doesn’t have one of those kind of people. My candidate does not know the
meaning of the word ‘compromise,” does not know the meaning of the word ‘ap-
peasement’, ‘does not know the meaning of the word ‘cowardice’—and has done
quite well despite his lousy vocabulary.’

—Vaughn Meader

In order to become the master, the politician poses as the servant.
—Charles de Gaulle

Neither current events nor history show that the majority rule, or ever did rule.
—dJefferson Davis

Heroism is essential to politics. We live for the hour when a politician stands up in
Theodore Roosevelt’s dusty arena and we recognize, with astonishment, that here is
a person prepared to take risks, tell us what we don’t want to hear, face possible de-
feat for a principle, tackle insuperable odds, and by doing so, show us that politics
need be not just the art of the possible, but the art of the impossible.

—Michael Ignatieff

I love America more than any other country in the world and, exactly for this rea-
son, I insist on the right to criticize her perpetually.
—dJames A. Baldwin

Negotiation in the classic diplomatic sense assumes parties are more anxious to
agree than to disagree.
--Dean Acheson

Politicians neither love nor hate. Interest, not sentiment, directs them.
--Lord Chesterfield



Machiavelli was hardly the first theorist to maintain that politics is a ruthless busi-
ness, requiring leaders to do things their private conscience might abhor. Everyone,
it is safe to say, knows that politics is one of those realms of life where you put your
soul at risk. What’s distinctively shocking about Machiavelli is that he didn’t care.
He believed not only that politicians must do evil in the name of the public good, but
also that they shouldn’t worry about it. He was unconcerned, in other words, with
what modern thinkers call the problem of dirty hands.

--Michael Ignatieff

When an opposing party holds Congress, it will always view weakening the presi-
dent as its paramount goal. It will launch as many congressional investigations as
possible, in hopes of finding scandal in an administration or at least distracting its
appointees. It will block nominations and try to frustrate a president’s attempts to
keep the executive branch operational. Its leaders will define ‘compromise’ as the
president’s accepting all of their demands and abandoning his own. If the leaders of
Congress do finally strike a deal with the administration, a president should be
wary. The simple fact about most deals with a congressional opposition, is that they
just won’t work under the American two-party system.

--James H. Rowe, Jr.

(1946)

All conservatism is based upon the idea that if you leave things alone you leave
them as they are. But you do not. If you leave a thing alone you leave it to a torrent
of change. If you leave a white post alone it will soon be a black post. If you particu-
larly want it to be white you must be always painting it again; that is, you must be
always having a revolution.

--G. K. Chesterton

After Obama won, the longed-for post-racial moment did not arrive; on the contrary,
racism intensified.
--Ta-Nehisi Coates

I have a wealthy friend who lives in a wealthy neighborhood. One day he was in his
front yard, chatting with his next-door neighbor, a Republican, who asked him why
he’s a Democrat. My friend said he’d grown up poor but had gotten a good public
education, worked his tail off, and made it. Then he pointed to a gardener working
across the street. ‘Don’t you want that gardener’s son to live the same American
Dream we have? my friend asked. His neighbor shot him down, sniffing, “That gar-
dener’s son will be my son’s gardener.’

--Paul Begala



During the 16 years I served in Congress, and every day since my last term ended, I
have seen the United Stated Congress as it actually functions, not as a gathering of
America’s chosen leaders to confront, together, the problems we face, but as compet-
ing armies—on the floor, in committees, in subcommittees—determined to dominate
or destroy.

--Mickey Edwards

A simple and a proper function of government is just to make it easy for us to do
good and difficult for us to do wrong.

--Jimmy Carter

The only people who should be in government are those who care more about people
than they do about power.
--Millicent Fenwick

To me the Presidency and the Vice Presidency were not prizes to be won but a duty
to be done.

--Gerald R. Ford

All progressive legislation has always had its genesis in the mind of one
person....One can do much. And one and one and one can move mountains.
--Joan Ward-Harris

The President must be greater than anyone else, but not better than anyone else.
We subject him and his family to close and constant scrutiny and denounce them for
things that we ourselves do every day. A Presidential slip of the tongue, a slight er-
ror in judgment—social, political, or ethical—can raise a storm of protest. We give
the President more work than a man can do, more responsibility than a man should
take, more pressure than a man can bear. We abuse him often and rarely praise
him. We wear him out, use him up, eat him up. And with all this, Americans have a
love for the President that goes beyond loyalty or party nationality; he is ours, and
we exercise the right to destroy him.

--John Steinbeck

Nothing is easier than spending the public money. It does not appear to belong to
anybody. The temptation is overwhelming to bestow it on somebody.
--Calvin Coolidge

People on the whole are very simpleminded, in whatever country one finds them.
They are so simple as to take literally, more often than not, the things their leaders
tell them.

--Pearl S. Buck



You send me to Washington to represent you in the senate. But you do not send me
there because you are interested in grave questions of national or international pol-
icy. When I come back to Arizona, you never ask me any questions about such poli-
cies; instead you ask me: ‘What about my pension?’ or ‘What about that job for my
son?’ I am not in Washington as a statesman. I am there as a very well paid mes-
senger boy doing your errands. My chief occupation is going around with a forked
stick picking up little fragments of patronage for my constituents.
--Senator Henry
Fountain Ashurst

There is no Democratic or Republican way of cleaning the streets.
--Fiorello la Guardia

I will make a bargain with the Republicans: if they will stop telling lies about De-
mocrats, we will stop telling the truth about them.
--Adlai Stevenson

Democracy is liberty plus economic security. We Americans want to pray, think as
we please—and eat regular.

--Maury Maverick

At the extremes of the political spectrum one encounters people who are moved
chiefly to find an outlet for the venom that is in them.
--D. Sutten

Most government officials are rushing headlong to solve the problems of 50 years
ago, with their ears assailed by the sound of snails whizzing by.
--Eric Jonsson

Every time I hear a political speech or I read those of our leaders, I am horrified at
having, for years, heard nothing which sounded human. It is always the same words
telling the same lies. And the fact that men accept this, that the people’s anger has
not destroyed these hollow clowns, strikes me as proof that men attribute no impor-
tance to the way they are governed; that they gamble—yes, gamble—with a whole
part of their life and their so-called ‘vital interests.’

--Albert Camus

The most valuable function performed by the federal government is entertainment.
--Dave Barry



The world of politics is always twenty years behind the world of thought.
--John Jay Chapman

When we got into office, the thing that surprised me most was to find that things
were just as bad as we’d been saying they were.
--John F. Kennedy

I learned one thing in politics. If you go into it...then sooner or later you have to
compromise. You either compromise or get out.
--Hugh Sloan

The first thing you do when you want to be elected is to prostitute yourself. You
show me a man with courage and conviction and I'll show you a loser.
--Ray Kroc

Government is only as good as the men in it.
--Drew Pearson

Our best protection against bigger government in Washington is better government
in the states.
--Dwight D. Eisenhower

Your representative owes you, not his industry only, but his judgement; and he be-
trays instead of serving you if he sacrifices it to your opinion.
--Edmund Burke

Politics is the diversion of trivial men who, when they succeed at it, become impor-
tant in the eyes of more trivial men.
--George Jean Nathan

The sad duty of politics is to establish justice in a sinful world.
--Reinhold Niebuhr

Within the first few months I discovered that being a president is like riding a tiger.
A man has to keep riding or be swallowed.
--Harry S. Truman

It is weakness rather than wickedness which renders men unfit to be trusted with
unlimited power.
--John Adams



The whole aim of practical politics is to keep the populace alarmed [and hence
clamorous to be led to safety] by menacing it with an endless series of hobgoblins,
all of them imaginary.

--H. L. Mencken

Everybody in government is like a bunch of ants on a log floating down a river. Each
one thinks he is guiding the log, but it’s really just going with the flow.
--Robert Strauss

Government is how a democracy organizes itself and decides how to deal with large
problems, whether it’s the education of the young, the safety of our food, or the de-
fense of the nation.

--Jon Meacham

Ninety-eight percent of the adults in this country are decent, hardworking, honest
Americans. It’s the other lousy two percent that get all the publicity. But then—we
elected them.

--Lily Tomlin

A good government remains the greatest of human blessings, and no nation has
ever enjoyed it.
--William Ralph Inge

‘Do you pray for the Senators, Dr. Hale? someone asked the chaplain. ‘No, I look at
the Senators and pray for the country.’
--Edward Everett Hale

A politician thinks of the next election; a statesman of the next generation. A politi-
cian looks for the success of his party; a statesman for that of his country. The
statesman wishes to steer, while the politician is satisfied to drift.

--J. F. Clarke

In government offices which are sensitive to the vehemence and passion of mass
sentiment public men have no sure tenure. They are in effect perpetual office seek-
ers, always on trial for their political lives, always required to court their restless
constituents.

--Walter Lippmann

No easy problems ever come to the President of the United States. If they are easy
to solve, somebody else has solved them.
--Dwight D. Eisenhower



When we get sick, we want an uncommon doctor. If we have a construction job, we
want an uncommon engineer. When we get into a war, we dreadfully want an un-
common admiral and an uncommon general. Only when we get into politics are we
content with the common man.

--Herbert Hoover

The requisites of government are that there be sufficiency of food, sufficiency of mil-
itary equipment, and the confidence of the people in their ruler.
--Confucius

Let us never forget that government is ourselves and not an alien power over us.
The ultimate rulers of our democracy are not President and senators and congress-
men and government officials, but the voters of this country.

--Franklin D. Roosevelt

Elections are won by men and women chiefly because most people vote against
somebody, rather than for somebody.

--Franklin P. Adams

Politics means the art of compromise. Most politicians are all-too-well schooled in

this art. They compromise to get nominated; they compromise to get elected; and

they compromise time and time again, after they are elected, to stay in office.
--Dick Gregory

Political history is far too criminal and pathological to be a fit subject of study for
the young. Children should acquire their heroes and villains from fiction.
--W. H. Auden

Conservatives and liberals may be defined as those who think that on the whole
things are all right and you better not tinker much with them, and those who think
that there is enormous room for improvement.
--Justice Felix
Frankfurter

I have always given it as my decided opinion that no nation had a right to inter-
meddle in the internal concerns of another; that everyone had a right to form and
adopt whatever government they liked best to live under themselves.

--George Washington
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I belong to no organized political party—I am a Democrat.
--Will Rogers

Whenever you have an efficient government you have a dictatorship.
--Harry S. Truman

The idea that you can merchandise candidates for high office like breakfast cereal—
that you can gather votes like box tops—is, I think, the ultimate indignity to the
democratic process.

--Adlai Stevenson

The short memories of American voters is what keeps our politicians in office.
--Will Rogers

Our country—when right, to be kept right, when wrong, to be put right.
--Carl Schurz

I think we must save America from the missionary idea that you must get the whole
world on the American way of life. That is really a big world danger.
--Gunnar Myrdal

The basis of our political system is the right of the people to make and to alter their
constitutions of government.
--George Washington

When I was a boy, I was told anybody could become President; I'm beginning to be-
lieve it.
--Clarence Darrow

The biggest mistake in my political life was not to learn how to use television.
--Hubert H. Humphrey

Guidelines for Bureaucrats: When in charge, ponder; when in trouble, delegate;
when in doubt, mumble.
--James Boren

Even in politics, an evil action has evil consequences. That, I believe, is the law of
Nature as precise as any law of physics or chemistry.
--Jawaharlal Nehru
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We can have democracy in the country or we can have great wealth concentrated in
the hands of a few, but we can’t have both.
--Louis D. Brandeis

Of all sciences, there is none where first appearances are more deceitful than in pol-
itics.
--David Hume

The translation of values into public policy is what politics is about.
--Willard Gaylin

Government is necessary, not because man is naturally bad, but because man is by
nature more individualistic than social.

--Thomas Hobbes

If men were angels, no government would be necessary.
--James Madison

I can attack my government, try to organize to change it. That’s more than I can do
in Moscow, Peking, or Havana.

--Saul Alinsky

A nation without the means of reform is without means of survival.
--Edmund Burke

"T'is not too late to seek a newer world.
--Alfred, Lord Tennyson

I always voted at my party’s call,
And I never thought of thinking for myself at all.
--William S. Gilbert

I don’t know much about Americanism, but it’s a damned good word with which to
carry an election.
--Warren G. Harding

The government of cities is the one conspicuous failure of the United States.
--James Bryce

Public office is the last refuge of the incompetent.
--Boies Penrose
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A conservative is like a player trying to steal second base while keeping his foot on
first.
--Laurence J. Peter

Conservatism is the maintenance of conventions already in force.
--Thorstein Veblen

The middle of the road is where the white line is—and that’s the worst place to
drive.
--Robert Frost

Democracy is that form of society, no matter what its political classification, in
which every man has a chance and knows that he has it.
--James Russell Lowell

As I would not be a slave, so I would not be a master. This expresses my idea of
democracy.
--Abraham Lincoln

Law, in a democracy, means the protection of the rights and liberties of the minori-
ty.
--Alfred E. Smith

Democracy alone, of all forms of government, enlists the full force of men’s enlight-
ened will...It is the most humane, the most advanced and in the end the most un-
conquerable of all forms of human society. The democratic aspiration is no mere re-
cent phase of human history. It is human history.
--Franklin Delano
Roosevelt

Democracy is based on the conviction that man has the moral and intellectual ca-
pacity, as well as the inalienable right, to govern himself with reason and justice.
--Harry S. Truman

A democracy is predicated on the idea that ordinary men and women are capable of
governing themselves.
--Adolf Berle

Democracy is the art of thinking independently together.
--Alexander Meiklejohn
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Democracy is the worst system of all forms of government.
--Robert Welch

Democracy arose from men’s thinking that if they are equal in any respect, they are
equal absolutely.
--Aristotle

A democracy is a government in the hands of men of low birth, no property, and un-
skilled labor.
--Aristotle

Democracy is direct self-government, over all the people, for all the people, by all
the people.
--Theodore Parker

Democracy means government by the uneducated, while aristocracy means
government by the badly educated.
--G. K. Chesterton

There is no greater farce than to talk of democracy. To begin with, it is a lie; it has
never existed in any great country.
--Henri Bourassa

Politics has become so expensive that it takes a lot of money even to be defeated.
—Will Rogers

What is politics but persuading the public to vote for this and support that and en-
dure these for the promise of those?
--Gilbert Highet

The median number of years for the survival of governments without violence is
eleven years.
--Daniel Patrick
Moynihan

There is no right government except good government.
--George Santayana

To rule is easy, to govern difficult.
--Johann W. von Goethe

-14 -



Politics is perhaps the only profession for which no preparation is thought neces-
sary.
--Robert Louis Stevenson

When a man assumes a public trust, he should consider himself as public property.
--Thomas Jefferson

My ardent desire is, and my aim has been, (as far as depended upon the executive
department,) to comply strictly with all our engagements, foreign and domestic, but
to keep the United States free from political connexions with every other country, to
see them independent of all and under the influence of none. In a word, I want an
American character, that the powers of Europe may be convinced we act for our-
selves, and not for others. This, in my judgment, is the only way to be respected
abroad and happy at home.

--George Washington

Democracy is an experiment, and the right of the majority to rule is no more inher-
ent than the right of the minority to rule; and unless the majority represents sane,
righteous, unselfish public sentiment, it has no inherent right.

--William Allen White

Governments exist to protect the rights of minorities. The loved and the rich need

no protection—they have many friends and few enemies.
--Wendell Phillips

Man is by nature a political animal.
--Aristotle

Voters quickly forget what a man says.
--Richard M. Nixon

If you want to understand democracy, spend less time in the library with Plato, and
more time in the busses with people.

--Simeon Strunsky

Idealism is the noble toga that political gentlemen drape over their will to power.
--Aldous Huxley

Politics should be the part-time profession of every citizen.
--Dwight D. Eisenhower
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The successful politician is he who says what everybody is thinking most often and
in the loudest voice.

--Theodore Roosevelt

When a man has cast his longing eye on offices, a rottenness begins in his conduct.
--Thomas Jefferson

Assassination...should be used as the vote should ideally be used, that is, bearing in
mind only the public good.
--Edward Hyams

I consider world government absolutely impossible to attain.
--Walter Lippmann

The majority is the best way, because it is visible, and has strength to make itself
obeyed. Yet it is the opinion of the least able.

--Blaise Pascal

The best government is a benevolent tyranny tempered by an occasional assassina-
tion.

--Voltaire

The state, it cannot too often be repeated, does nothing, and can give nothing, which
it does not take from somebody.

--Henry George

Government, even in its best state, is but a necessary evil; in its worst state, an in-
tolerable one.

--Thomas Paine

That government is best which governs the least, because its people discipline
themselves.

--Thomas Jefferson
Too bad that all the people who know how to run the country are busy driving taxi
cabs and cutting hair.

--George Burns

The art of statesmanship is to foresee the inevitable and to expedite its occurrence.
--Talleyrand
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The people’s right to change what does not work is one of the greatest principles of
our system of government.

--Richard M. Nixon

Power is a drug on which the politicians are hooked. They buy it from the voters,
using the voters’ own money.
--Richard J. Needham

The essential ingredient of politics is timing.
--Pierre Elliott Trudeau

Politics is not a good location or a vocation for anyone lazy, thin-skinned or lacking
a sense of humor.

--John Bailey

Politics is the gizzard of society, full of gut and gravel.
--Henry David Thoreau

There is no excitement anywhere in the world, short of war, to match the excite-
ment of the American presidential campaign.
--Theodore White

Democracy is good. I say this because other systems are worse.
--Jawaharlal Nehru

Every man wishes to pursue his occupation and to enjoy the fruits of his labours
and the produce of his property in peace and safety, and with the least possible ex-
pense. When these things are accomplished, all the objects for which government
ought to be established are answered.

--Thomas Jefferson

Do the People, directly or indirectly, participate in directing the policies of their
government? If they do, however wrongheaded their policies, they have a democra-
cy; if not, however wise the policies chosen for them, they have none.

--Carl Cohen

A democrat need not believe that the majority will always decide wisely; what he
must believe is that the decision of the majority, whether wise or unwise, must be
accepted until such time as the majority decides otherwise.

--Bertrand Russell
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In framing a government which is to be administered by men over men, the great
difficulty lies in this: you must first enable the government to control the governed,;
and in the next place oblige it to control itself.

--James Madison

No government is perfect. One of the chief virtues of a democracy, however, is that
its defects are always visible and under democratic processes can be pointed out and
corrected.

--Harry S. Truman

All government without the consent of the governed, is the very definition of
slavery.
--Jonathan Swift

The end of all political effort must be the well-being of the individual in a life of
safety and freedom.
--Dag Hammarskjold

Democracy is a condition where people believe that other people are as good as they
are.
--Stuart Chase

He knows nothing; and he thinks he knows everything. That points clearly to a
political career.
--George Bernard Shaw

In politics there is no honour.
--Benjamin Disraeli

The pleasure politicians take in their limelight pleases me with a sort of pleasure I
get when I see a child’s eyes gleam over a new toy.
--Hilaire Belloc

The politician is now assailed by half a dozen competing interests within his own
state or region; and his party affiliation, his own political philosophy, may give him
no help in making up his mind as to what is going to be good for the public and even
for himself.

--D. W. Brogan
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If we meet an honest and intelligent politician, a dozen, a hundred, we say they
aren’t like politicians at all, and our category of politicians stays unchanged; we
know what politicians are like.

--Randall Jarrell

I'll tell you what I really think about politicians. The other night I watched some
politicians on television talking about Viet Nam. I wanted very much to burst
through the screen with a flame thrower and burn their eyes out and their balls off
and then inquire from them how they would assess this action from a political point
of view.

--Harold Pinter

Politically, what we need is government in which a man offers himself as a candi-

date because he has a new program that he wants to effectuate, and we choose him

because we want that good, and judge that he is the best man to effectuate it.
--Paul Goodman

All the politics-as-usual of today seems so terribly antiquated; it lags so sadly be-
hind the actual situation of man—and behind even our present knowledge of man.
--William Barrett

It was but the other day that a man sent me a letter asking what matter one should
put into a political speech. To which I answered, having an expert knowledge in
this, that the whole art of a political speech is to put nothing into it. It is much more
difficult than it sounds.

--Hilaire Belloc

With all the temptations and degradations that beset it, politics is still the noblest
career than any man can choose.
--F. S. Oliver

Those of you who regard my profession of political life with some disdain should re-
member that it made it possible for me to move from being an obscure lieutenant in
the United States Navy to Commander-in-Chief in fourteen years with very little
technical competence.

--John F. Kennedy

My experience in government is that when things are non-controversial, beautifully
coordinated and all the rest, it must be that there is not much going on.
--John F. Kennedy
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The plain fact is that most cities are not organized to cope with their problems.
Their haphazard growth has brought such rampant administrative disorder that
good government is scarcely possible.

--John W. Gardner

The masses are the material of democracy, but its form—that is to say, the laws
which express the general reason, justice, and utility—can only be rightly shaped by
wisdom, which is by no means a universal property.

--Henri Frederic Amiel

Democracy is the form of government in which the free are rulers.
--Aristotle

The most may err as grossly as the few.
--John Dryden

The evils of popular government appear greater than they are; there is compensa-
tion for them in the spirit and energy it awakens.
--Ralph Waldo Emerson

Even though counting heads is not an ideal way to govern, at least it is better than
breaking them.
--Learned Hand

Democracy is a form of government which may be rationally defended, not as being
good, but as being less bad than any other.
--William Ralph Inge

Every government degenerates when trusted to the rulers of the people alone. The
people themselves therefore are its only safe depositories.
--Thomas Jefferson

I know no safe depository for the ultimate powers of the society but the people
themselves; and if we think them not enlightened enough to exercise their control
with a wholesome discretion, the remedy is not to take it from them, but to inform
their discretion by education.

--Thomas Jefferson

A conservative is a man with two perfectly good legs who, however, has never
learned to walk forward.
--Franklin D. Roosevelt
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The Constitution of the United States is a law for rulers and people, equally in war
and peace, and covers with the shield of its protection all classes of men, at all
times, and under all circumstances.

--Justice David Davis

Democracy is the superior form of government, because it is based on a respect for
man as a reasonable being.

--John F. Kennedy

No amount of charters, direct primaries, or short ballots will make a democracy out
of an illiterate people.
--Walter Lippmann

Democracy, the practice of self-government, is a covenant among free men to respect
the rights and liberties of their fellows.

--Franklin D. Roosevelt

It is for men to choose whether they will govern themselves Or be governed.
--Henry Ward Beecher

A government that is big enough to give you all you want is big enough to take it all
away.
--Barry Goldwater

There are no necessary evils in government. Its evils exist only in its abuses.
--Andrew Jackson

The only orthodox object of the institution of government is to secure the greatest
degree of happiness possible to the general mass of those associated under it.
--Thomas Jefferson

Too often our Washington reflex is to discover a problem and then throw money at
it, hoping it will somehow go away.
--Kenneth B. Keating

It is a function of government to invent philosophies to explain the demands of its
own convenience.

--Murray Kempton
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Any system of government will work when everything is going well. It’s the system
that functions in the pinches that survives.
--John F. Kennedy

The basis of effective government is public confidence.
--John F. Kennedy

It is perfectly true that that government is best which governs least. It is equally
true that that government is best which provides most.

--Walter Lippmann

The art of governing consists in not letting men grow old in their jobs.
--Napoleon I

The essence of the Liberal outlook lies not in what opinions are held, but in how
they are held: instead of being held dogmatically, they are held tentatively, and
with a consciousness that new evidence may at any moment lead to their abandon-
ment.

--Bertrand Russell

He serves his party best who serves the country best.
--Rutherford B. Hayes

The amount of effort put into a campaign by a worker expands in proportion to the
personal benefits that he will derive from his party’s victory.
--Milton Rakove

As a man of politics, I cannot afford the doctrine of man’s individual magnificence.
--Jean Anouilh

Politics is not the art of the possible. It consists in choosing between the disastrous
and the unpalatable.
--John Kenneth
Galbraith

I could not be leading a religious life unless I identified myself with the whole of
mankind, and that I could not do unless I took part in politics.
--Mohandas K. Gandhi
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The tragedy of all political action is that some problems have no solution; none of
the alternatives are intellectually consistent or morally uncompromising; and what-
ever decision is taken will harm somebody.

--James Joll

Politicians are the same all over. They promise to build a bridge even where there is
no river.

--Nikita Khrushchev

We demand of our political life greater certainty and greater perfection than we
demand of our personal life.
--Max Lerner

Political power grows out of the barrel of a gun.
--Mao Tse-Tung

All politics are based on the indifference of the majority.
--James Reston

The future lies with those wise political leaders who realize that the great public is
interested more in government than in politics.
--Franklin D. Roosevelt

Prosperity is necessarily the first theme of a political campaign.
--Woodrow Wilson

If freedom had been the happy, simple, relaxed state of ordinary humanity, man
would have everywhere been free—whereas through most of time and space he has
been in chains. Do not let us make any mistake about this. The natural government
of man is servitude. Tyranny is the normal pattern of government.

--Adlai E. Stevenson

Let us show ourselves Americans by showing that we do not want to go off in sepa-
rate camps or grounds by ourselves, but that we want to co-operate with all other
classes and all other groups in a common enterprise which is to release the spirits of
the world from bondage—that is the meaning of democracy.

--Woodrow Wilson

The theory of Communism may be summed up in one sentence: Abolish all private

property.
--Karl Marx
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Which is the best government? That which teaches us to govern ourselves.

--Johann Wolfgang Von
Goethe

Nothing is politically right which is morally wrong.
--Daniel O’Connell

There is an infinity of political errors which, being once adopted, become principles.
--Abbe Raynal

Democracy substitutes election by the incompetent many for appointment by the
corrupt few.
--George Bernard Shaw

Public instruction should be the first object of government.
--Napoleon

It is better for a city to be governed by a good man than by good laws.
--Aristotle

They that govern most make the least noise. You see, when they row in a barge,
they that do drudgery work, slash and puff, and sweat, but he that governs sits qui-
etly at the stern, and is scarce seen to stir.

--Selden

A conservative is a man who just sits and thinks, mostly sits.
—Woodrow Wilson

The only way in which to fit a people for self-government is to entrust them with
self-government.

--Macaulay

Every form of government tends to perish by excess of its basic principle.
--Will Durant

For forms of government let fools contest.

That which is best administered is best.
--Alexander Pope
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Society is well governed when the people obey the magistrates, and the magistrates
obey the law.
--Solon

Almost any system of government will work if the people will.
--Unknown

Give the people issues, and you will not have to sell your souls for campaign funds.
--William E. Borah

To let politics become a cesspool, and then avoid it because it is a cesspool, is a dou-
ble crime.
--Howard Crosby

Democrats never agree on anything, that’s why they’re Democrats. If they agreed
with each other, they’d be Republicans.
—Will Rogers

People vote their resentment, not their appreciation. The average man does not vote
for anything, but against something.
--William B. Munro

Politicians are as good as you are, for the way you vote creates politicians.
--Unknown

Lincoln was right, of course; you can’t fool all of the people all of the time; but you
only have to fool a majority.
--Unknown

Men, by their constitutions, are naturally divided into two parties: 1. Those who
fear and distrust the people, and wish to draw all powers from them into the hands
of the higher classes. 2. Those who identify themselves with the people, have confi-
dence in them, cherish and consider them as the most honest and safe, although not
the most wise, depository of the public interests....In every country these two parties
exist....The appellation of Aristocrats and Democrats is the true one, expressing the
essence of all.

--Thomas Jefferson

Obedience is what makes government, and not the names by which it is called.
—Edmund Burke
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Nothing appears more surprising to those who consider human affairs with a
philosophical eye, than the easiness with which the many are governed by the few.
—David Hume

The whole art of government consists in the art of being honest.
--Thomas Jefferson

Government is just a device to protect man so that he may earn his bread in the
sweat of his labor.
--Hugh S. Johnson

A hated government does not endure long.
--Seneca

The deterioration of a government begins almost always by the decay of its princi-
ples.
--Montesquieu

You can only govern men by serving them. The rule is without exception.
--Victor Cousin

I would not give half a guinea to live under one form of government rather than an-
other. It is of no moment to the happiness of an individual.
--Samuel Johnson

One of the greatest delusions in the world is the hope that the evils of this world can

be cured by legislation. I am happy in the belief that the solution of the great diffi-

culties of life and government are in better hands even than that of this body.
--Thomas B. Reed

It is indeed astonishing with how little wisdom mankind can be governed, when
that little wisdom is its own.
--Dean W. R. Inge

Why has government been instituted at all? Because the passions of men will not
conform to the dictates of reason and justice without constraint.

--Alexander Hamilton

Government by a king is best, but government by a tyrant is the worst form of rule.
--St. Thomas Aquinas
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Formerly, a public man needed a private secretary for a barrier between himself
and the public. Nowadays he has a press secretary, to keep him properly in the
public eye.

--Daniel J. Boorstin

It is not easy for a person to do any great harm when his tenure of office is short,
whereas long possession begets tyranny.
--Aristotle

It is an easy and a vulgar thing to please the mob, and not a very arduous task to
astonish them; but essentially to benefit and improve them is a work fraught with
difficulty and teeming with danger.

--Charles Caleb Colton

He that puts on a public gown must put off a private person.
--Thomas Fuller

Shrewdness in Public Life all over the World is always honored, while honesty in
Public Men is generally attributed to Dumbness and is seldom rewarded.
--Will Rogers

In our democracy officers of the government are the servants, and never the mas-
ters of the people.
--Franklin D. Roosevelt

Your public servants serve you right; indeed often they serve you better than your
apathy and indifference deserve.

--Adlai Stevenson

A government can be no better than the public opinion which sustains it.
--Franklin D. Roosevelt

Many politicians refuse to answer all your questions on the grounds that it might
eliminate them.

--Unknown
To be a successful politician, find out where the public is going, take a short cut

across the field, get out in front, and make the people think you’re leading the way.
--Unknown
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Politics is the science of who gets what, when, and why!
--Sidney Hillman

People don’t necessarily vote for the best man these days. They vote for the one they
think will give them the most or cost them the least.
--Unknown

Do you not know, my son, with what little understanding the world is ruled?
--Pope Julius IT1

When, in the course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to dis-
solve the political bands which have connected them with another, and to assume
among the powers of the earth the separate and equal station to which the laws of
nature and of nature’s God entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of
mankind requires that they should declare the causes which impel them to the sep-
aration. We hold these truths to be self-evident; that all men are created equal; that
they are endowed by their creator with certain unalienable rights; that among these
are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness; that to secure these rights, govern-
ments are instituted among men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the
governed; that whenever any form of government becomes destructive to these ends,
it is the right of the people to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new government,
laying its foundation on such principles, and organizing its powers in such form, as
to them shall seem most likely to effect their safety and happiness.

--Thomas Jefferson

The more I see of the representatives of the people, the more I admire my dogs.
--Alphonse de Lamartine

That is the best government which desires to make the people happy, and knows
how to make them happy.
--Thomas Babington
Macaulay

Knowledge of human nature is the beginning and end of political education.
--Henry Brooks Adams

The object of government is the welfare of the people. The material progress and
prosperity of a nation are desirable chiefly so far as they lead to the moral and ma-
terial welfare of all good citizens.

--Theodore Roosevelt
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Government is everywhere to a great extent controlled by powerful minorities, with
an interest distinct from that of the mass of the people.
--Goldsworthy Lowes
Dickinson

Political campaigns are designedly made into emotional orgies which endeavor to
distract attention from the real issues involved, and they actually paralyze what
slight powers of cerebration man can normally muster.

--James Harvey Robinson

There’s just one rule for politicians all over the world: Don’t say in power what you
say in opposition; if you do, you only have to carry out what the other fellows have
found impossible.

--John Galsworthy

Public life is regarded as the crown of a career, and to young men it is the worthiest
ambition. Politics is still the greatest and the most honorable adventure.
--John Buchan

The tendency of democracies is, in all things, to mediocrity, since the tastes, knowl-
edge, and principles of the majority form the tribunal of appeal.
--James Fenimore Cooper

Democracy is the recurrent suspicion that more than half of the people are right
more than half of the time.
--E. B. White

Diplomacy is to do and say the nastiest thing in the nicest way.
--Isaac Goldberg

Diplomacy is the art of fishing tranquilly in troubled waters.
--J. Christopher Herold

A diplomat is a person who can tell you to go to hell in such a way that you actually
look forward to the trip.
--Caskie Stinnett

Government is a contrivance of human wisdom to provide for human wants.
--Edmund Burke
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An honest politician is one who, when he is bought, will stay bought.
--Simon Cameron

The saddest life is that of a political aspirant under democracy. His failure is igno-
minious and his success is disgraceful.
--H. L. Mencken

The good of man must be the end of the science of politics.
--Aristotle

If the conscience of an honest man lays down stern rules, so also does the art of poli-
tics. At a juncture where no accommodation is possible between the two, the politi-
cian may be faced by these alternatives: ‘Shall I break the rules of my art in order to
save my private honour? or shall I break the rules of my conscience in order to fulfill
my public trust?’

--F. S. Oliver

You cannot adopt politics as a profession and remain honest.
--Louis McHenry Howe

The dead govern the living.
--Augustus Comte

If ever this free people—if this government itself is ever utterly demoralized, it will
come from this incessant human wriggle and struggle for office, which is but a way
to live without work.

--Abraham Lincoln

Nothing is politically right which is morally wrong.
--Daniel O’Connell

Our Government is a government by political parties under the guiding influence of
public opinion. There does not seem to be any other method by which a republic can
function.

--Calvin Coolidge

I hate all bungling as I do sin, but particularly bungling in politics, which leads to
the misery and ruin of many thousands and millions of people.
--Johann Wolfgang
von Goethe
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Some have said that it is not the business of private men to meddle with govern-
ment, a bold and dishonest saying, which is fit to come from no mouth but that of a
tyrant or a slave. To say that private men have nothing to do with government is to
say that private men have nothing to do with their own happiness or misery; that
people ought not to concern themselves whether they be naked or clothed, fed or
starved, deceived or instructed, protected or destroyed.

--Cato

Two kinds of men generally best succeed in political life: men of no principle, but of
great talent: and men of no talent, but of one principle—that of obedience to their
superiors.

—Wendell Phillips

In politics, merit is rewarded by the possessor being raised, like a target, to a posi-
tion to be fired at.
--Christian Nestell Bovee

A hypocrite is the kind of politician who would cut down a redwood tree, then mount
the stump and make a speech for conservation.
--Adlai E. Stevenson

Far more important to me is, that I should be loyal to what I regard as the law of
my political life, which is this: a belief that that country is best governed, which is
least governed.

--George Hoadly

Government is a kind of legalized pillage.
--Elbert Hubbard

The government is us; we are the government, you and 1.
--Theodore Roosevelt

In the long-run every Government is the exact symbol of its People, with their wis-
dom and unwisdom; we have to say, ‘Like People like Government.’

--Thomas Carlyle

All free governments are managed by the combined wisdom and folly of the people.
--James A. Garfield
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You can’t run a government solely on a business basis... Government should be hu-
man. It should have a heart.

--Herbert Henry Lehman

It is the duty of the government to make it difficult for people to do wrong, easy to
do right.

--William E. Gladstone

Diplomacy is a disguised war, in which states seek to gain by barter and intrigue,
by the cleverness of arts, the objectives which they would have to gain more clumsi-
ly by means of war.

--Randolph Bourne

Diplomacy—the patriotic art of lying for one’s country.
--Ambrose Bierce

Man’s capacity for justice makes democracy possible, but man’s inclination to injus-
tice makes democracy necessary.
--Reinhold Niebuhr

Remember, democracy never lasts long. It soon wastes, exhausts, and murders it-
self. There never was a democracy yet that did not commit suicide.
--John Quincy Adams

Democracy is only a dream: it should be put in the same category as Arcadia, Santa
Claus, and Heaven.
--H. L. Mencken

Too many people expect wonders from democracy, when the most wonderful thing of
all is just having it.
--Walter Winchell

Democracy is the art and science of running the circus from the monkey cage.
--H. L. Mencken

Congress is so strange. A man gets up to speak and says nothing. Nobody listens—
and then everybody disagrees.
--Boris Marshalov
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People talk about the middle of the road as though it were unacceptable. Actually,
all human problems, excepting morals, come into the gray areas. Things are not all
black and white. There have to be compromises. The middle of the road is all of the
usable surface. The extremes, right and left, are in the gutters.

--Dwight D. Eisenhower

When it comes to facing up to serious problems, each candidate will pledge to ap-

point a committee. And what is a committee? A group of the unwilling, picked from

the unfit, to do the unnecessary. But it all sounds great in a campaign speech.
--Richard Long Harkness

We understand that politics is nothing but war without bloodshed; and war is noth-
ing but politics with bloodshed.
--Fred Hampton

Politicians are not people who seek power in order to implement policies they think
necessary. They are people who seek policies in order to attain power.
--Evelyn Waugh

No man is fit to be trusted with power. Any man who has lived at all knows the fol-
lies and wickedness he’s capable of.
--C. P. Snow

The principal impediment to personal independence and political freedom lies, not
surprisingly, in human nature: specifically in the fact that man possesses a power-
ful passion to control others; that the most effective way to do so is by infantilizing
them and pretending to care for them.

--Thomas Szasz

Somehow liberals have been unable to acquire from life what conservatives seem to
be endowed with at birth: namely, a healthy skepticism of the powers of government
agencies to do good.
--Daniel Patrick
Moynihan

There are men who desire power simply for the sake of the happiness it will bring:
these belong chiefly to political parties.
--Friedrich Nietzsche

The measure of man is what he does with power.
--Pittacus
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Power always acts destructively, for its possessors are ever striving to lace all phe-
nomena of social life into a corset of their laws to give them a definite shape.

--Rudolph Rocker

The problem of power is really the fundamental problem of our time and will re-
main the basic problem of all future history.
--Herbert Rosinski

Those who have seized power, even for the noblest of motives, soon persuade them-
selves that there are good reasons for not relinquishing it. This is particularly likely
to happen if they believe themselves to represent some immensely important cause.
They will feel their opponents are ignorant and perverse; before long they will come
to hate them.

--Bertrand Russell

Power is the ability to cause people to act as we wish when they would have acted
otherwise but for the effects of our desires.

--Bertrand Russell

He who is firmly seated in authority soon learns to think security, and not progress,
the highest lesson of statecraft.

--James Russell Lowell

Politics is always a struggle for power, disguised and modified by prudence, reason
and moral pretext.

--William Hurrell
Mallock

The lust for power is not rooted in strength but in weakness.
--Erich Fromm

It is not power itself, but the legitimation of the lust for power, which corrupts
absolutely.
--R. H. S. Crossman

Those who have been once intoxicated with power, and have derived any kind of
emolument from it, even though but for one year, can never willingly abandon it.
--Edmund Burke
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Power intoxicates men. When a man is intoxicated by alcohol, he can recover, but
when intoxicated by power, he seldom recovers.
--James F. Byrnes

History is not a web woven with innocent hands. Among all the causes which de-
grade and demoralize men, power is the most constant and most active.
--Lord Acton

The possession of unlimited power will make a despot of almost any man. There is a
possible Nero in the gentlest human creature that walks.
--Thomas Bailey Aldrich

What is a communist? One who hath yearnings for equal division of unequal earn-
ings. Idler or bungler, or both, he is willing, to fork out his copper and pocket your
shilling.

--Ebenezer Elliott

The commonest weakness of left-wing radicalism, as we have seen, has been its dis-
position to assume that the destruction of an existing system of society in its entire-
ty will necessarily be followed by something better.

--Louis J. Halle

The distinctive feature of totalitarian systems, and communism most notably of all,
is the elaborately constructed apparatus of control which is inevitably set in place
after the seizure of power....Among authoritarian regimes, there is nothing compa-
rable to the calculation, creative thinking, and long-range planning that totalitari-
anism devotes to the most mundane details of controlling society.

--Arch Puddington

The Communist theory of the dictatorship assumes that ultimate success in achiev-
ing the goal is certain—so certain as to justify a generation at least of poverty, slav-
ery, hatred, spying, forced labor, extinction of independent thought, and refusal to
cooperate in any way with the nations that have heretical governments.

--Bertrand Russell

The reduction of political discourse to sound bites is one of the worst things that’s
happened in American political life.
--John Silber

Diplomacy is the art of saying ‘nice doggie’ until you can find a rock.
--Will Rogers

-35-



Tyranny is yielding to the lust of governing.
--Lord Moulton

A monarchy is a merchantman, which sails well, but will sometimes strike on a rock
and go to the bottom, whilst a republic is a raft which will never sink, but then your
feet are always in water.

--Fisher Ames

Government is not reason, it is not eloquence—it is force.
--George Washington

To govern is to choose.
--Pierre Mendes-France

The illegal we do immediately. The unconstitutional takes a little longer.
--Henry Kissinger

It would be desirable if every government, when it comes to power, should have its
old speeches burnt.
--Philip Snowden

Man’s capacity for evil makes democracy necessary, and man’s capacity for good
makes democracy possible.
--Reinhold Niebuhr

States, like men, have their growth, their manhood, their decrepitude, their decay.
--Walter Savage Landor

The point to remember is that what the Government gives it must first take away.
--John S. Coleman

Tyranny is always better organized than freedom.
--Charles Péguy

While the people retain their virtue and vigilance, no administration, by any ex-
treme of wickedness or folly, can very seriously injure the government in the short
space of four years.

--Abraham Lincoln
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Any people anywhere, being inclined and having the power, have the right to rise

up and shake off the existing government and form a new one. This is a mos